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Cabinet approves JEA delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The CAbd, HMdki Tacada? under the dtair- 
moriMpafft^eMMaterMadarlUdnBi, u prated sending a d e l eg a ti o n 
from Ike Jordan StdiUy Aafluritj (JEA) to Tnnfria and Algeria to 
Inject p» HtiBetln — ftare nad k dben— Ike pwpcct of cadiwitBig 
expothe h Ike Add at natsral gas sad oring tt in generating dectrldty. 
The Cabinet afa> gfw w d bndag a e n romfc i rr to supervise (be Zarqa 
Mswtdpetity d ata nd May 15, 0 m date act fir holding maoldpal 
r l ecH o — . The raanmit t er «B ceaprise Director of 0 k Organ laatiow 
Dcpartnent at the Mln bt r j of Mmiiripil ABabs and the EnYtmnnQat 
Bteahem A1 Mnhdaenaa cfcafemaa and the membership of ibe dbeetanof 
Zarqa Department* of Fi nan ce , land Heghtmdcai, BoIA, Mmddpa) 
Attain, Education, Paoporta, and Soda! Development. The Cabinet abo 
approved the appoWuent of Mohammad Wafid As’od Kbdra Bab as a 
member on the board of dlrecton of ibe Pond Saving Find. 


’ Vota« 3QTTfett*fi-43» ”V " ' 

AMMAN WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1990, RAJAB 12, 1410 

Price: Jordan 100 fib ; Saudi Arabia 1J50 riyals; UAE I.5G dirhams 
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Badran receive* : 
ArafafsmiMSffge 

AMMAN (Pent) ~ Primp 
Minister Mudar Biwai received 
in his affine Tuesday Mr. Abdul 
Razzaq At Yabya. the Patentee 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) 
representative in Jordan, who 
was accompanied by A! Taybeb 
Abdul Rahim, tbe Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan. The two 
Palestinian officials conveyed to 
the p rime min i ster a message 
from Palestine President Yasser 
Ar afat with cooRfinatiao 

between tbe $LD and Jordan in 
various fields. 

Kelly: U.S. 

committed to peace . 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Stares re main* committed to its 

official visiting the United And) 
Emirates (UAE) was quoted 
Tuesday as saying. Tbe official 
WAM news agency said Jobs 
Kelly, assistant secretary of stare 
for Middle East rad South-east 
Asian affaire, dismissed tbe Mid- 
dle B ar t rad the sitnatiou in the 
Gulf with UAE leaders Monday. 
“He affirmed his country’s com- 
mhmeht to pence in die Middle 
East through Secretary of State 
James Baker’s plan,” WAM said. 

Mandela backs away 
from confrontation 

PAARL, South Africa (R) — 
Jailed nationalist Nelson Mande- 
la dodged a row .with -the South 
African government Tuesday, 
saying through a visitor he would 
not '“haqg onto the chans and 
tables" if he . was freed under 
emergency nde. Anti-apartheid 
cleric Aura Boesak said after 

muon 

northeast of Cape Town saot he 
expected the African National 
Congress (ANC) leader would be 
freed soon from tire life sentence 
handed down in 1964. Boesak 
said Mandela wanted the three- 
year-old state erf emergency lifted 
immediately and insisted that all 
political prisoners should be freed 
uncond i ti on ally. 

Kohl calls for talks 
on monetary union 

WEST BERLIN (AP) — West 
German Chancellor Helmut KoM 
called Tuesday for immediate 
talks .with East Germany on 
monetary usm between the two 
states, in an attempt ft) rescue 
East German y's crumbling eco- 
nomy rad stop the exodus of its 
citizens to the west Kohl made 
the announcement dining a 
meeting with leading politicians 
of his Christian Democratic Un- 
ion and the allied Christian Social 
Union. The chancellor said im- 
mediate negotiations on a monet- 
ary union were needed because of 
the ‘ ‘dramatic” developments in 
East Germany. Earlier, tbe in- 
fluential president of West Ger- 
many's central bank said it was 
too early for a monetary union 
that would-ntake the West Ger- 
man mark East Germany’s cur- 
rency. 


ACC summit a door to move 
closer to council goals — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The four 
m e tub c i countries of the -Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) will 
follow the same course of action 
which they adopted last year and 
the Feb. 24 ACC summit m Am- 
man will open a new opportunity 
to achieve further steps towards 
the fulfilment of the bloc’s objec- 
tives, His Majesty King Hussein 
said Tuesday. 

The ACC members have 
aotated on action based on so&d 
ground, rad sncccodod m accom- 
plishing a number of achieve- 
ments which wi& eventually lead 
to many grass for die peoples of 
the four countries,” King Hussein 
said daring a vUt to tbe ACC 
headquarters hr AQIStf&a 

Tbe King said that the ACC 
w ihbiiV in Amman “will w i t n ess 


w 

bet ;* Baker In Prague 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak 
President Vaclav Havel pre- 
sented U.S. Secretary erf State 
James Baker Tuesday with a 

proposal for the total withdrawal 

of Soviet and U.S. troops from 
Europe. Baker, after a 90-mmnte 
meeting with Havel, said the talks 
had been “very productive” and 
would be continued when Havd 
went to the United states in two 
weeks time. Havel, until recently 
a dissident leader reviled by 
Chechoslovakia's farmer Com- 
munist rulers, has already begun 
negotiations with Moscow about 
a Soviet troop withdrawal from 
bis country. 

Pakistanis stage 
anti-India protests. 

JAMMU; India (R) — About 400 
Pakistanis demonstrated on tbe 
bonfcr of India’s Jammu ' and 
Kashmir state Tuesday bat efid 
not attempt to cross, po&be wd. . 
They the demonstrations 
were dose to die spot where 
mote than 4,000 Pakistanis tried 
to cross Manify, ptomrtnat Indi- 
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an troops to open fire. 1 
its troops fired* wounding 10 peo- 
ple, after the Pakistanis set crops 
ablaze on dm Indian side. Pakis- 
tan said one man was kiOed. 


new moves towards joint action." 
ifo expressed hope that the sum- 
mit Srifl enable us to better 
understand the developments on 
the Arab and international arenas 
■ml fh^ crystallisation of a unified 
stand that would benefit tbe 
whole Arab Nation." 

During Ins vial re tbe ACC 
headquarters, the King was 
briefed on arrangements tor the 
ACC summit and heard an out- 
line of weak at the ACC head- 
quarters by ACC Secretary 
General Hmni Nammar. 

The meeting was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
die King's Political Advisor 
Adnra Abu Odeh. 

In a statement carried by the 


Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Prime Minister Mudar Badren 
said that tbe ACC summit was 
expected to endorse 12 agree- 
ments designed to promote in- 
tegration among the four member 
states — Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and 
North Yemen. 

He said die leaders of the four 
countries would look intopropos- 
als submitted by the ACC min- 
isterial council and discuss cur- 
rent Arab issues, including tbe 
influx of Soviet Jews to occupied 
Palestine. 

It was announced in Baghdad 
Tuesday that President 
Hussein bad received an invita- 
tion from King Hussein to take 
part in the ACC summit. 

The invitation was contained in 
a message delivered to the Iraqi 



HM King H 

president by Information Minis- 
ter Ibrahim in The minis- 
ter had already delivered similar 
messages in Cairo and Sanaa to 
the presidents of Egypt and 
North Yemen. 


Jordan, Syria discuss 

Soviet influx after 
King’s call for summit 


Ministry of Labour proposes 
minimum wages, overtime pay 


By Nona Murad 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After years erf 
debate and deliberations, the 
Ministry of Labour finally 
taken the lead to set a standard 
of mmzmum wages in Jordan 
but faces opposition from un- 
ions which insist the proposed 
figures are for below expecta- 
tion* Op po sitio n to die idea 
also comes from other minis- 
tries which feel that tins mea- 
sure wffl reflect negatively on 
atte mp t s to solve foe problem 
<rf unemployment in the 
country. — ’ 

' A propos al which was to be 
submitted. to die cabinet last 
night by tbe Ministry of Labour 
suggested fixing - minimum 
wages at a rate of between JD 
75 and JD 80 a month and 350 
fib an hour for overtime. 

According to Minister of 
Labour Qaseem Obeidat, “this 
measure would place limits 
over the number of foreign 
workers in the country and con- 
tribute to solving unemploy- 
ment." 

. Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran, in bis response to a Parlia- 
ment debate on tbe 1990 fiscal 
budget Saturday, pointed out 
that Jordan bad more than 

80.000 unemployed Jordanians 
at a time when it also employed 

175.000 non-Jordanians. 

Badran said tbe government 

i nte nded to org anise tire King- 


dom's labour market to by to 
employ Jordanians in place of 
fbreagn workers in a gradual 
way. 

Ibe minister of labour, ex- 


paid Jordanian workers the 
same salaries as foreign labour 
fl WM ri mai as low as JD 30 or 
JD 40 per month. “Of course 
our workers cannot accept this 
kind of salaries," he said. 

Obeidat told the Jordan 
Times that the ministry’s prop- 
osal, if approved, “would force 
die employers to abide by the 
requirement in 
j0£|P. sectors which .tare stiH. 
open to foreign labour. 

According re tbe minister 
certain labour-employing sec- 
tors have been exduded from 
this arrangement. These in- 
dude gas stations, offices, sec- 
retarial work, stores, factories 
and street vendors “because we 
will not issue work permits to 
foreign workers in these sec- 
tors,” he explained. 

Prominent labour unions 
official, Musa Quwaidar, 
however, sees the ministry 
proposal as “not beneficial." 

Quwaidar told the Jordan 
Times that wages for labour 
can only be determined when 
assessed according to tbe in- 
crease in tiie cost <rf firing and 
prices of basic commodities. 

Mmxnnin) wages at tins time 
should be fixed at JD 140 a 
month “at least" and salaries 


should be fixed to the cost of 
firing, be said. “Any such step 
would require derailed and 
comprehensive study," he 
added. 

The union official called for 
forming a national committee 
which would bring together 
economists, labourers and em- 
ployers “who understand the 
problems at hand in order to 
study the situation and make 

r effnmmHiriatinnjj . " 

The fixing of overtime pay, 
according to Minister Obeidat, 
will support the mimmum wage 
of a worker who usually spends 
JoAger.- tiuui .the regular eight 
hours of work a day. 

“For most workers who 
spend more than the regular 
q ght hours the increase in pay- 
ment through overtime could 
mean a cumulative income of 
about JD 100 a month," 
Obeidat said. 

Besides opposition from 
trade unions, the ministry’s 
proposal is contested by certain 
ministries which feel that it will 
negatively reflect on supply and 
demand m the labour market. 

Obeidat said those ministri es 
probably feel that employers, 
faced with a higher minim um 
wage, would employ less peo- 
ple thus making the unemploy- 
ment problem more difficult to 
solve. 

The minister admitted that 
this argument “has some logic 
to it." 


Aoun forces wrench 
control of strategic base 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — General 
Michel Aram's troops dahned 
their biggest success in the battle 
for Lebanon's predominantly 
C hri sti an enclave wkb die cap- 
ture of strategic positions at the 
coastal town of Dbayeh north erf 
Beirut Tbeadayl 
Huge fires raged after Aoan’s 
army troops backed by tanks 
assaulted Leb an ese Forces (LF) 

miWfia positions jn dMhmg cknm 
rain. 

Fresh artillery bombardments 
were hitting *t*e central Ashra- 
fiyeh district and residential areas 
in east Beirut. Fierce fighting was 
reported in tile ‘ Ain Rrammnxteh 


“Tbe destr u c tio n is horrific, ft 
is beyond de sc ri ptio n," said a 
phographer who toured Dbayeh 
nid areas of east Beirut. “I ha- 
ven't seen such destruction be- 
fore. If yon add the 15 years of 
(caviT) war together, the devasta- 
tion is the w orst ever." 

The command of Aoun said its 

eaa^B°radT^:^M/lte > tot 

pocket s of resistance" among 
Lebanese Forces nrifitia in north 

Dbayeh. - 

The Lebanese Forces com- 
mand c o nceded the loss in a 
c o mmuni que saying its fighters 
were ordered to redeploy noth 
of Dbaye. 

Police said at least 22’ people 
were killed and more than 50 
wounded m the fighting Ihesday. 
This vaued the overau ton from 
^its days ofdasfmrto 299 kfiled 
and 1,087 wounded, mostly civi- 
lians caught in thc cross-fire. 

The Lebanese Forces conn 
mand said Aram’s “hysteric shefl- 


ing” transformed Dbayeh into 
“ruins.” 

The International Committee 
of the Red Gross, French Huma- 
nitarian Minister Bernard Koncb- 
ner and Masonite Calbo&c Pat- 
riarch Nasrallah Sfeir issued sepa- 
rate calls for an immediate cease- ' 
fire. 

The exchanges of artillery fire, 
according to the police spokes- 
man, targeted thenuKtia-control- 
led residential districts of Ashra- 
fiyeh, Jemmayzeh, Karantiaa and 
‘Ain R ummane fa in east Beirut as 
well as the terrain north of 
Dbayeh. 

Geagea’s men, be said, were 
responding by abeffing the Aoun- 
hdd districts of Sm A1-F2, Furn 
A) Shubbak, Hazmiyeh and 
Fayadiyeh as well as the eastern 
suburb of Baabda, which houses 
the general's headquarters in the 
bunker of the wrecked place. 

Afifitia leader Geagea raid in a 
statement: ‘^What started as a 
war to cKuimate the Lebanese 
Forces has become an operation 
to amrihflate the ’people, their 
houses, properties, installations, 
and factories... what Lebanon is 
wimeaiiig today is beyond im- 
agination and reason.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa sod in an 
interview with the British Broad- 
casting Corporation’s Arabic ser- 
vice that Aotm’s policy was 
“striridal" and called on mm to 
step down. 

THtefi^itingwhHfiislirapefi- 
ing in east Beirut dearly indicates 
that tiie policy Mfchd Aoun has 
followed during the past months 
is a suicidal one,” Stoma said in 
tiw recorded interview. 


“Now tbe whole image has 
become dear to everybody. It 
was become dear that Aoun is 
killing Lebanese rad particularly 
Christians whom he claims and 
bad dahned to defend.” “We 
believe that Michel Aoun has to. 
step down,” he added. 

Heavy rains helped put out 
small fires in east Bdrut Tuesday , 
but paDs of thick, black smoke 
billowed over the Mediterranean 
from blazing fuel apd cooking gas 
depots in the Aotm-held Dora 
district on tbe northern edge of 
east Beirut. 

Aram's command, in a com- 
muique, said it had sealed off “all 
escape routes” for the Lebanese 
Forces surrounded in die Kassrd- 
jian garrison in 'Ain Rummanefa 
with their back to Shiyah in west 
Beirut. 

POfice said die warring factions 
also were jamming each other’s 
radio communications as well as 
die frequencies used by police 
and rescuers. 

“ft was really difficult for us to 
keep track of rescue operations, 
if any,” a police spokesman said. 

He said intensify of the shelling 
abo was preventing police patrob 
from touring hospitals to gather 
information cm casualties. 

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s elec- 
tricity authority said the already' 
damaged power god in the suh- 
nrb of Zook, north of Dbayeh, 
was hit again by sheffing Tuesday 
and caught fire. 

It tolled for an immediate ceas- 
efire to preven t tire blaze from 

m 


grid which could explode a 
ball of fire capable demolishing 
tbe whole area. 


Senate 

ratifies 

ACC 

Charter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ibe Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
Tuesday ratified the Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) Charter 
and referred to its Legal Commit- 
tee the national budget for 1990 
which was earlier passed by the 
Lower House. 

In an ordinary session chaired 
by Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi and 
attended by Prime Minister 
• Mud*? Badran and. Cabinet 
ministers, the Senate unanimous- 
ly endorsed the ACC charter and 
bailed it as a “step towards even- 
tual Arab Unity." 

Many members, however, 
aired their views suggesting that 
the ACCs binding treaty be flexi- 
ble so that other Arab countries 
can join the council, which aims, 
in the long inn, at reaching an 
economic integrity amongst 
member states. 

“We would like to propose a 
shift from unanimity -to a majority 
vote of the founding stales as a 
pre req ui site fra new entries to the 
council,” said tiie rapporteur of 
the Senate's Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Hamad A1 Farhan, 
after endorsing the agreement. 

• Farhan pointed to die need of 
including Syria and Lebanon in 
the economic council in light of 
die current “chaotic” state of 
affairs in the region. 

Founded in Baghdad an Feb. 
16, 1989, the Amman-based ACC 
groups Iraq, Egypt, North Ye- 
men and Jordan. 

Farhan also oiled for some 
sort of interaction between tbe 
ACC and other gristing Arab 
councils such as die Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) and tbe 
Arab Maghreb Union. 

“We would fike to see the 
prospect of accepting Kuwait or 
Saudi Arabia as members of the 
ACC in return forgiving Iraq (for 
instance) membership in die 
GCC,” Farhan said. 

In Tuesday's session, die Sen- 
ate also endoxsed a temporary 
law on abolishing of the Amman 
Development Corporation, The 
endor s eme n t followed a heated 
debate on the legafity of distribut- 
ing the corporation’s equity. 

The Senate also ratified a tem- 
porary law annulling a law related 
to the occu pi ed territories' affairs 
and another one cm agricultural 
marketing. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday received a 
telephone call from Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad and the two 
leaders discussed the immi gr a tion 
of Soviet Jews to Israel, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said. 

Petra said the two leaders also 
exchanged views on the latest 
Arab developments and issues 
which have an impact on the 
Arab scene. 

King Hussein, in an interview 
published Tuesday, called for an 
urgent Arab summit to forge a 
unified Arab stand against the 
snowballing danger erf Soviet 
Jewish immigrants to Palestine. 

He also called on Arab leaders 
to open a dialogue with the Soviet 
Union and die new governments 
in East Europe because Israel 
was attempting to exploit the 
downfall of Communist regimes 
there in its favour. 

“Tbe forthcoming summit, 
which I hope will convene, should 
be completely different from pre- 
vious summits, because it should 


reconsider everything," King 
Hussein told the editor in-chief of 
the daily A1 Watan, Jassem A1 
Muttawa. 

The Soviet Jews' influx into 
Israel represents a real danger to 
the Arab World and its future 
“which should prompt us to meet 
at the highest level to di<r»« this 
danger in a frank and sincere 
■manner and work out a suitable 
formula for confrontation," the 
King said. 

Israel expects between 300,000 
and 500,000 Soviet Jews to arrive 
in the next three years after the 
United States limited numbers 
with a new quota. Prime Ministe r 
Yitzhak Shamir ha* thaf 

Israel needs to retain die occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to settle all the arrivals. 

A stream of condemnation has 
come from the Arab League, the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIQand individual gov- 
ernments ur ging die Soviet Union 
and the world's trig powers to 
arrest the flow. 


King Hussein said Soviet Jew- 
ish immigration “will add to the 
Israeli strength already realised 
as a result of support it receives 
from tbe Jewish and world Zion- 
ist movement, the influence of 
the extremist Israeli right on the 
American derision makers — at 
least in tbe legislative branch — 
and the pro-Israel attitudes of the 
United States.” 

“Where will these thousands 
settle? At the expense of whom? 
Who is going to leave to allow 
them space and in which direc- 
tion?” the King asked. 

The King warned that not only 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
were jeopardised by the new 
wave of Jewish immigrants, but 
other Arab countries including 
Jordan. “The Arab states should 
inevitably confront this real dan- 
ger. I think we in Jordan are 
exposed to this threat as are Syria 
and Lebanon," he said. 

Tbe King, noting that Shamir 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israel toughens policy of 
sealing Palestinian homes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
introduced tougher reprisals 
Tuesday for stone-throwing in die 
occupied territories; sealing off 
rooms in the houses of two West 
Bank Palestinians accused of 
wounding Israelis. 

“The two sealings are a new 
policy which is going to be used 
against stone-throwers wbo cause 
serious damage," an official milit- 
ary source quoted by Reuters 
said. 

The policy, which could af fe c t 
hundreds of families in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
drew immediate criticism from 
civil rights groups and liberal 
politicians, wbo said the measure 
amounted to collective punish- 
ment. 


In the nearly 26-mouth upris- 
ing, the army has razed or sealed 
hundretk of homes to punish 
Palestinian activists suspected of 
foe bombing or serious attacks. 
But the penalty was not usually 
used for stone throwing, the most 
common tactic of teenagers at the 
forefront of the revolt. 

Also Tuesday, merchants in 
the West Bank town of Ramallah 
dosed their stores to protest the 
death Monday erf 15-year-old Ay- 
man Jubraa who, according to 
reports, died in a fall from a roof 
as he was chased by Israeli sol- 
diers. 

In the West Bank city of Nablus, 
Mustafa Abed Kulab, 45, was 
fatally shot in the neck Tuesday, 
reports said. Mustafa, a bus driv- 
er, was dead on arrival at Nablus’ 


Ittihad hospital, doctors said. 

The reports initially said that 
Kulab was shot by Israeli sol- 
diers, but more complete in- 
formation indicated he was shot 
by an Israeli driver after his fuel 
truck was stoned. 

The army confirmed the death 
but said its troops were not in- 
volved. 

Tbe Palestine Human Rights 
Information Centre (A1 Haq), an 
Arab group based in Jerusalem, 
said at least 130 Palestinian 
houses had been sealed totally or 
partially during the first two years 
of tbe uprising. Some 270 other 
houses had been demolished. 

Israeli member of parliament 
Dedi Zncker said: “These steps 
are officially legal, but practically 
unjust." 


Egypt spreads dragnet for 
suspects in bus ambush 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Police in- 
vestigating an attack on an Israeli 
bt is have found a passport used 
by a suspected assailant, and 
security forces have been mobil- 
ised in the country's hunt for the 
attackers. _ 

Newspapers reported Tuesday 
that copies of the passport photo- 
graph were distributed and a 
dragnet spread for tiie docu- 
ment’s user and another suspect. 
Pofice sources said several people 


had been questioned about Sun- 
day’s attack that killed nine 
Israelis. 

But a senior police official, 
Bahaaeddm Ibrahim, denied a 
report by tbe Middle East News 
Agency that one of two masked 
men Who attacked the bus with 
automatic fire and hand grenades 
had been arrested. 

The state-owned Cairo news- 
paper A1 Gomhouria quoted an 
unidentified senior security offi- 


cial as saying authorities had 
“new dues" and expected to 
arrest the assailants within 48 
hours. He gave no details. 

Police sources said security me- 
asures were tightened after tbe 
ambush in sensitive places fre- 
quented by foreigners, particular- 
ly Israelis. These included hotels 
rad residential districts such as 
Maadi, a southern suburb where 

(C ont fa med on page 2) 


Tripartite talks postponed 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — The 
foreign ministers of tiie United 
States, Egypt and Israel have 
postponed a planned meeting to 
discuss Middle East peace, 
Egypt's Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said Tuesday. 

Tbe delay is “because tiie cur- 
rent situation requires more con- 


tacts and bilateral consultations 
that will take some time," he said 
here upon arrival. 

He did not say if the recent 
attack against an Isreli bus in 
Egypt that left nine Israelis dead 
scuttled the meeting that press 
r e port s said was scheduled for 
Sunday in Geneva. 


Bat he (fid say “tiie incident 
was aimed at obstructing the 
peace process in the Middle East 
towards which Egypt, America 
rad Israel were working.” 

The meeting, the object of 
consultations for months, was to 

(Continued on page 2) 


Gorbachev gets backing against hardliners 


MOSCOW 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
won backing from colleagues 
aga in st a h a rdl in e onslaught cm 
his radical calls for democracy 
and an open economy at a key 
Communist Party meeting 
Tuesday. 

But fierce exchanges pushed 
debate at an ofSdaUy-styled his- 
tory-making plenary session of 
the party’s central committee into 
a third day. 

Reports by TASS news agency 
of speeches at the meeting 
showed sharp differences. But a 
senior Soviet spokesman pre- 
dicted the outcome of the meet- 
ing would strengthen Gor- 
bachev's position. 

When debate opened on Mon- 
day, Gorbachev o ffered party 


— Soviet -members a blueprint to reshape 
Soviet society, ending tiie Com- 
munists’ automatic right to rule 
and clearing the way for a multi- 
party system. 

. Soviet officials involved in 
organising tiie meeting gave no 
reason for extending it into 
Wednesday. 

But TASS reports of speeches 
underscored sharp differences, 
with at least one hardliner accus- 
ing Gorbachev of taking the 
amntry dose to anarchy and a 
reformer calling for an end to the 
party's monoploy On poper. 

Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh- 
kov, often tipped as a posable 
less radical successor to Gor- 
bachev, backed the reform pro- 
ject set out by the party chief and 
state president. 


Delegates said even conserva- 
tive standard-bearer Yegor 
Ligachev spoke up for it, though 
a TASS summary of ligachev’s 
speech co nt ained no such refer- 
ence. 

Participants had said they be- 
lieved the central committee 
would agree to Gorbachev’s 
propo se d repeal of Artide 6 of 
the Soviet con s tit u tion, winch 
guarantees die Communist Party 
tiie leading nde in all aspects erf 
society. 

Gorbachev said the party 
should be forced to compete fin 
leadership of the country, even 
against aitexnative political par- 
ties. 

But Ivan Shinkevicfa, a mem- 
ber of the party's auditing com- 
mission, saxh “Tbe majority of 


the members believe that no laws 
and no changes in the constitu- 
tion should shut off the authority 
of the party." 

Shinkevich, interviewed when 
he stepped onto Red Square dur- 
ing a break in the dosed-door 
meeting, said tbe session broke 
up for the night instead of con- 
cluding as scheduled Tuesday be- 
cause committees continued to 
work out conflicts on Gor- 
bachev’s platform proposal. 

Tbe session has taken on crisis 
proportions because of the 
w or sen ing Soviet economy and a 
rise in ethnic unrest throughout 
the country. It follows die sweep- . 
ing changes across East Europe , 
that have radically altered 
for merly ortbdox soaahrt^ 
em m eats. 











Middle East News 


Naccache reportedly linked 
to release of U.S. hostages 


PARIS (AP) — Iran has linked freedom for Anis 
•Naccache, imprisoned in France for the attempted 
assassination of a former Iranian prime minister, to 
the release of U.S. hostages in Lebanon, a newspap- 
er reported Monday. 


The conservative daily Le 
Figaro reported in a full-page 
arode that President Francois 
Mitterrand might reduce Nac- 
> cache's sentence from life to 20 
years, enabling him to be freed in 
.1991 after 10 years imprisonment. 

Le Figaro cited sources close to 
the Foreign Ministry as saying 
U.S. President George Bush re- 
lated Iran’s conditions to Mitter- 
rand for intervening with Iranian- 
backed extremist groups in Leba- 
non believed to be holding the 
captives. 

“President Bush personally 
telephoned Francois Mitterrand 
to inform him of an unexpected 
change during talks that the 
Americans held with Tehran to 
obtain the liberation of their 
countrymen,” the newspaper 
said. 

‘The name of Naccache sud- 
denly appeared from the Iranian 
negotiators, who made die re- 
lease of their protege one of the 
conditions for a favourable out- 
come of the discussions,” the 
•newspaper said. 


Bush asked Mitterrand 
whether the Naccache affair 
might soon be settled, Le Figaro 
reported. 

* The French leader answered 
that “nothing r emains in the way 
any longer and that the release of 
the American hostages oould.be 
an extra reason to move things 
along,” the newspaper said. 

Le Figaro did not specify when 
the conversation took place but 
said Mitterrand’s response had 
reached Beirut at the end of last 
week via the United States and 
Tehran. 

The story was the latest report 
in the French press that Naccache 
will be freed after he recently 
ended a 19-week hunger strike 
protesting his continued incar- 
ceration. 

Naccache and senior Iranian 
officials claim his release was part 
of the 1988 deal that won release 
for a0 French hostages then held 
in Lebanon. French officials deny 
that Naccache’s release was part 
of the package. 

The weekly newspaper Le 


Hrawi envoy gets embassy in U.S. 


^WASHINGTON (R) — Secret 
service agents seeking to end a 
-dispute between rival Lebanese 
factions Friday 'entered the 
.Lebanese embassy in Washington 
and gave control of the building 
to tiie representative of President 
Elias Hrawi, the State Depart- 
ment has said. 

The action was taken at the 
request of Hrawi’s government 
but the former ambassador, 
Abdallah Bonhabib, had already 
1 vacated the premises of both the 
.embassy and the ambassador's 
residence, spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwiler told reporters. 

Bouhabib, who has been Leba- 


non’s envoy here since 1983, rep- 
resented die interests of General 
Michel Aoun, the Lebanese mflt t- 
ary commander who has refused 
to recognise Hrawi’s legitimacy as 
the country’s official leader. 

Bouhabib filed suit last week 
against the State Department, 
aiming to keep Bassam Naamani, 
the new charge d’affaires 
appointed by Hrawi, from evict- 
ing Bouhabib. 

Tutwiler said members of the 
■uniformed secret service “opened 
the embassy compound, secured 
it and turned control of it over to 
foe charge.” 

“This action came after U.S. 


District Court Judge Harold 
Greene dismissed foe former 
Lebanese ambassador's suit to 
prevent foe United States govern- 
ment turning it over to foe new 
charge,” she said. The United 
States recognises Hrawfs govern- 
ment. 

The U.S. ambassador to Syria, 
Eduard Djerejian, Monday urged 
all Lebanese parties to support 
Hrawi’s government and called 
on General Aoun to step aside. 

“We deplore General Aoun’s 
irresponsible nse of the Lebanese 
Armed Forces to achieve his per- 
sonal ambition. He should step 
asde,” Djerejian told reporters. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


S. Yemen to allow press freedom 


ABU DHABI (R) — Marxist South Yemen plans to allow 
freedom of foe press ahead of a planned merger with the North, a 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) newspaper said Tuesday. A1 
Ittihad daily quoted South Yemeni Culture and Information 
Minister Ahmad Garbo urn as saying a press law would be passed 
in two weeks. The law would guarantee press freedom and 
independence from foe government and allow publication of 
independent newspapers that could be owned by individuals. 
Aden, after years of hardline Marxist role, is liberalising its 
political system ahead of proposed unification with North Yemen 
later this year. 


Rafeanjani sends message to Ozal 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President AH Akbar Hashemi Rafean- 
jani sent an aide to Ankara Tuesday with a message for Turkish 
President Turgot Ozal, the Iranian News Agency (IRNA) reported 
It gave no details of the message earned by Afireza Moayyeri, 
Ra&anjani’s adviser for international affairs. A high-level I ranian 
delegation visited Ankara last week for preliminary talks ahead of 
a session of their joint economic commission in Tehran later this 
month. 


Snow forces Kabul airport closure 


KABUL (R) — Heavy snow and poor visibility forced Kabul 
Airport to dose Tuesday, one day after it was hit by rebel rockets. 
Witnesses said four rockets hit the airport tarmac Monday 
afternoon, and a state airline Ariana plane reviving up for takeoff 
to New Delhi cancelled the flight. Passengers who had travelled 
from Dubai were put up at a local hotel 


Iraq backs Saudis against terrorists 


BAGHDAD (AP) — President Saddam Hussein has declared 
solidarity with Saudi Arabia and called for “tougher and unified” 
Arab action against terrorist attacks on Saudi diplomats around 
the world. In a message broadcast by the official Baghdad Radio, 
Hussein told King Fabd that Iraq “wholeheartedly supports” 
Riyadh and called for “an effective Arab action against the 
attacks.” Unknown assailants assassinated three Saudi diplomats 
in Bangkok Thursday. Saudi newspapers have blamed Iran, which 
is locked in an religious and political dispute with Saudi Arabia. 


Iraq ready 
to launch 
satellite 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iraq has 
built its own satellite and will 
launch it soon following last 
year’s test of a carrier rocket, an 
Iraqi official -was quoted as 
saying. 

“I am pleased to announce the 
Iraqi space satellite is ready for 
launch,” Amer Hamoudi A1 
Saadi, under-secretary at the 
Ministry of Industry and Military 
Industrialisation, was quoted as 
saying by the United Arab Emi- 
rates magazine Airforce. 

Last December, Iraq launched 
a 48-ton, three-stage rocket, dub- 
bed A1 Abed (the wo rshipp er), 
making it the first Arab country 
to possess such a home-produced 
ballistic missile. 

Both foe United States and 
Israel, which seat its jets to des- 
troy an Iraqi nodear reactor in 
1981, expressed concern that 
Baghdad might use its dcw tech- 
nology for military purposes. 

Saadi described the U.S. re- 
sponse as “unstudied and emo- 
tional.” 

The magazine, to be published 
later this week, quotes Saadi as 
rejecting what be called Western 
rknrm that Baghdad had foreign 
help tO make the iwiaafe and 
satellite. 

“In foe beginning, we wanted 
such assistance but we found all 
doors closed in our face,” fas said. 
Saadi did not say which countries 
were asked for help. 

He said Iraq started building 
A1 Abed after the end of the 
Iran-Iraq war in August 1988. 


- • - 


jrmn AM TIMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRPAKYjyge 


Canard Enchamc reported last 
week that Mitterrand would free 
Naccache tins year. The Fren ch 
leader’s promise was transmitted 
to Naccache by way of “the high- 
est - Iranian leaders,” foe news- 
paper said. 

Naccache’s lawyer Jacques 
Verges has said Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafeanjani and spiritual 
leader AH Khamenei ordered an 
end to the strike, in which Nac- 
cache was kept alive by occasion- 
al intravenous feedings. 

Mitterrand had said during the 
long fan* that he m igh t consider 
releasing Naccache, but not 
under the pr es sure of a hunger 
strike. 

Naccache, bom in Beirut in 
1951, led an assassination squad 
in a failed 1980 attack against 
jShahpour Bakhtiar, Iran’s last 
prime minister before the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979. Bakhtiar was 
uninjured but two other people 
were killed. 

At Naccadae’s trial two years 
later, both prosecution and de- 
fence lawyers said Naccache 
acted under orders of senior Ira- 
nian nffierafc. 

Eighteen Westerners are be- 
lieved held by pro-Iranian Shi’ite 
Muslim groups in Lebanon, in- 
cluding eight Americans, four 
Britons, two- West Germans, two 
Swiss, an Italian and an Irishman. 


Thai team 
to visit 
S. Arabia 
on goodwill 
mission 






mi 
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BANGKOK (AP) — Thai offi- 
cials will fly to Saudi Arabia in an 
effort to repair relations frayed 
by the killings of three Saudi 
Arabian diplomats here last 
week, the Foreign Ministry said 
Ihesday. 

A delegation was to leave Cot 
S audi Arabia Wednesday, said an 
official at the mini s t r y , speaking 
on condition of anopynrity. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Pre- 
pas Limpabandbu told reporters 
he would brief foe Saudi Arabian 
gove rnm ent on the investigation 
into the murders and express 
concern over current relations 
between the two countries. 

Following the killings, the 
Saadi Arabian government stop- 
ped issuing visas to Hutis seeking 
employment in the Gulf king- 
dom, where some 150,000 Thais 
are employed. 

Thai authorities have been un- 
able to solve the shooting death 
of a fourth Saudi diplomat in 
Bangkok in January last year. 

The slayings, which may be 
related to foe Thai labour flow to 
Saudi Arabia rather than interna- 
tional politics, have strained 
otherwise dose ties' between the 
two countries. 

Prapas said he was car r yin g a 
letter from Prime Minister Cha- 
tichai Cboonhavan to King Fahd. 

Accompanying Prapas is police 
Maj.-Gen. Chalow Keidtes, who 
arrested a Thai charged with 
stealing jewelry worth $20 milli on 
from foe palace of Prince Faisal 
Ibn Fahd in Riyadh last year. 

“We hope that when we inform 
foe Saudi Arabian government of 
our intention to find the culprit as 
soon as possible and of our con- 
cern for the safety of its diplomats 
in Bangkok and what we have 
done so far, this will main* the 
government understand Thailand 
better,” Prapas said. 

Foreign Minister Siddhi Savet- 
sQa said Monday that Saudi Ara- 
bia regards foe deaths of the 
three diplamats last Thursday as 
having badly affected relations 
between the two countries. 

A Saudi Arabian Foreign 
Ministry official who flew to 
Thailand told Siddhi last Satur- 
day that hfe government was very 
dissatisfied with investigations by 
Thai authorities into the murders 
of the diplomats last year and tins 
year, Siddhi said. 
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Jordan-Syria contacts 


Egypt spreads dragnet 


( CnH—f d from page 1) 


has said that the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip should be part of 
“greater Israel,” commented: 
“Israel has gone ahead with its 
schemes and escalated its state- 
ments winch I think it means it 
will not quit any inch of foe 
(occupied territory) which it says 
is the land of IsraeL These Israeli 
practices constitutes a danger no 
less than that of the Jewish im- 


from now.” 

King Hussein said that in talk- 
ing to Moscow, “we (Arabs) 
cannot say to ft foat ft should not 
allow its people to exercise their 
rights, but at foe same time we 
should warn against the dangers 
besetting foe rights at Pakstimms 
and the Arabs on their soil.” 


(ContiHoed from page 1) 


He also warned against the 
perils Involved in Israel contend- 
ing that Jordan is a substitut e 
homeland for foe Palestinians. 

“I think Israel is toipfemaitmg 
this blueprint... I think between 
45,000 and 46,000 Palestinians 
have been allowed to leave the 
occupied territories btrt were pre- 
vented from retu rn ing,” he said. 

Taming to Eastern Europe, 
King Hussein said: “The radical 
change in Eastern Europe has 
also involved a change in policies 
with former approaches being re-_ 
jected at the time being. Hus 
could benefit Israel. It is inevit- 
able for ns to open a dialogue 
with the new leaderships in 
Europe on the basis that what 
they complained about in the past 
is what we ourselves are suffering 


In Tunis, Arab League officials 
said an Arab delegation would 
visit Moscow, Washington and 
Ireland, foe current chairman of 
die European Community, to try 
to counter the ifimw aimliw of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Another group of ministers will 
tour Arab states to raise financial 
co n tri bu tions to support the in- 
tifada, they said. 

Arab foreign ministers — from 
Jordan, Iraq, Algeria, Syria and 
Tunisia — decided during a meet- 
ing in Tunis Monday nigh* to 
dispatch the delegations. 


The EC has voiced concern 
over the Soviet i mmigra t i on to 
Palestine. 

“The twelve members of the 
European Community are 
seriously concerned at recent sug- 
gestions that immigrants to Israel 
may be settled in the occupied 
territories,” said an EC statement 
released in Amman. 


many Israeli diplomats live, they 
said. At least two additional 
plaindothes security men were 
seen outside Cairo’s main synago- 
gue downtown. 

A security alert at airports and 
sea ports remained in effect to 
prevent possible attempts by the 
suspects to leave Egypt. 

Government ne w spapers AJ- 
Ahram, A1 Akhbar and A1 
Gomhouria published largely 
similar reports about a police 
search for two people with Jorda- 
nian passports suspected of car- 
rying out the attack. A1 Ahram 
raid police suspect the passports 
are forged. 

A spokesman at the interior 
ministry, which is responsible for 
internal security, refused to dis- 
cuss foe newspaper reports. “We 
will talk only after making 
arrests,” he said, indicating that 
no formal arrests or charges have 
been made. 

But the spokesman indicated 
that a number of people were 
detained for questioning, and 
police sources who demanded 
anonymity said two people are 
being held. They include a 
Palestinian believed connected 
with the ambush itself but not as 
an attacker. 


Newspapers identified the sus- 
pect whose passport was found as 
Akram Shihab, 25. They said the 
two men arrived in Egypt onJan. 
21, rented a furnished apartment 
at Shibin A1 Kanatir, a NDe River 
delta town just north of Cairo, 
where the passport was found in a 
rented apartment. 

Police also found Monday at a 
parking lot in Shibin AJ Kanatir a 
white Peugeot 505 sedan that was 
used to intercept foe bus on the 
desert road between Cairo and 
the Suez Canal dty of IsnudHya. 

The press reports said Shihab 
rented the attack vehicle on Jan. 
27 for a period of 10 days. They 
had it repainted, chang in g its 
original gray colour to white. 

In Sunday’s attack, the bus 
carried 31 Israelis and two Egyp- 
tians — a guide and the driver. 
The attack left nine Israelis dead 
and 20 injured. The Egyptian 
guide was wounded, but the driv- 
er and two Israelis escaped in- 
juiy. 

A group called Islamic Jihad 
claimed responsibility for foe 
attack, raying there should be no 
negotiations with Israel and con- 
demning Palestine liberation 
Organisation leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

The FLO has denounced the 
ambush. 
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reach ed a g reements wiffitlte Pam Club of creditor nations and the 
London Chth repr esenting c ommercial lenders. 

Maori said the accord with the Soviet Union was along tike same 
ime as a greem ents with the Rub ami London dobs winch Jordan 
had sought during his talks in Moscow in August. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Tree-planting celebration at Tareq 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noot Tuesday took part 
in a tree-planting celebration held at the scouts forest near Tareq 
town. A total of 500 tree sapEngp were planted during the 
celebration, winch was organised by the Royal Society for die 
Conservation of Nature in cooperation with the Rotary Chib and 
other nr pm mKnM in Amman. 

Pesticides, insecticide ■ banned 

AMMAN (Peon) — Two types of pesticides and one insecticide 
have been banned in Jordan. Minister of Agriculture Suleiman 
Arabiyat said in a statement that pesticide Dimethoat was not 
suitable because of afantty combination of its ingredients, and 
Sandofah was banned became of failure to register its patent. 
“RoserV insecticide was banned for two years but no reason was 
given. The nrinister said att qu antit ie s of banned pesticides woald 
be removed from the market and destroyed. 

Women’s role in environment protection 

TUNIS (Petra) -—Jordan is taking partin a seminar entitled “Tbc 
role of Arab women in protecting the environ m ent,” which 
started its meetiqjpmlYmis Tuesday. Taking part in the five-day 
seminar are officials and experts represen t i n g several Arab and 
regtanal or ganisat ions in addition to representatives of women 
movements. Tim seminar, which is organised by the United 
Nations Development Pro gramm e m cooperation with the gener- 
al secretariat a r the Arab League, will disenss several working 
papers dealing with efforts exerted by Arab cotmtcies in the field 
of environm ent and the prospects of me participation of women in 
protecting the environment, the role of the mass media in 
spreading awareness on environmental issues and the role of 
women in protecting natural reso ur ces such as watcr. energy, 

dealing wi^d^cal subst a nces. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following Eatings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
foe daSy Arabic press. Readers are advi sed to verify foe listed 
time and place with foe concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 


male waste at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

* An csUHtiea cT photos of plays directed fry Cherca n, Meo- 
grii*, MMJDChkfae, Pfamchon and others, at Ae mn* 
Cutteral Centre. . 

* An vcMtactantf exhifaitfcn fay Jn’Nr Towpm at the Jordan 
UUfcxrty ef Science and Technology. 

* A photographic exfa&Won entitled “Panorama 1989” at the 
Soviet Cattanl Centre. 

CONCERT 

* A by pianist ad composer Wrick Lama at the 

PhUaddpUa Hotel — 8sN pun- 


4 A Gama On ( Uder tines Jakres” at ®e GeeOe 

TmlHntr TsN pjt 

4 A fttacfc Hat entitled. “Le Sanvage” N the French CnKarai 
Centre — SrM pjL 
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Rwdaitm jowmaHsti and acllvista Tncaday present 
a meuimudura to (he Soviet embassy 


bloooow to stop the M m of Soviet Jews into 
occupied Palestine {Pi eft* photo) 


Jordanians submit appeal to 
Soviets to stop Jewish influx 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
Jordanian journalists, intellec- 
tuals and trade union activists 
called at the Soviet embassy in 
Amman Tuesday and submitted a 
memorandum appealing to the 
Soviet leadership to stop the im- 
migration of Soviet Jews to occu- 
pied Palestine and urging Mos- 
cow to help find a lasting solution 
to foe Arab-Israeti conflict. 

The group was welcomed by 
the embassy chancellor, who re- 
ceived the memorandum and 
promised to convey its contents 
to Moscow. 

The chancellor expressed his 
view that any sohmon to the 
immigration problem could only 
be part of an overall solution of 
the Middle Bast conflict and 
achieved through an international 
a gree m ent. 

The Soviet Union, which is 
advocating respect for human 
rights, cannot violate such rights 
by stopping migration, he told the 
group. But, he added, his country 
was trying- to find solutions to 
various world issues in coordma- 
1 tion with other nations and within 
die framework of international 
laws. 

The memorandum delivered to 
the embassy said that the influx of 
Jewish immigrants to Palestine 
“poses a grave danger to die 


Fainting 
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AMMAN (J-T.) — An exhibition 
of paintings by Aha Ammonra, 
Nahfla ffihni and Nawal Abdul- 
lah opens at six p.m. today, 
Wednesday Feb. 7, at the Abdul 
Hamced Shoman Foundation. 
The watercolours, collages, draw- 
ings and gouaches exhibited 
range in style from the figurative 
to die abstract 
The show wiD continue until 
the end of February, (daily from 
10:00 a.m. until 5.-00 p.m. except 
Fridays) 


legitimate and national rights of 
the Palestinian people and is 
bound to cause a serious demog- 
raphic unbalance in favour of the 
Zionist enemy, whose ac tio n* are 
being condemned by the Soviet 
Union," the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

The memorandum also noted 
that the continued influx of Jews 
to Palestine “will provide Israel 
with huge manpower, wmhKng 
extremist elements to help estab- 
lish the so-called ‘greater Israel’, 1 ’ 
Petra said. 

Among the memorandum’s sig- 
natories were Parliament mem- 
bers and heads of various public 
sector organisations and profes- 
sional associations, according to 
Petra. 

The metnorandnm was submit- 
ted one day after a public rally 
was held at .the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC), during which 
prominent public figures. Parlia- 
ment members and heads of trade 
muons and journalists discussed 
th£ question of Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Palestine. 

The rally also discussed ways in 
which the media could tackle the 
issue and focus attention on the 
dangers inherent in Soviet Jewish 
immigration to the occupied terri- 
tories. 


PNC appeal 

Eighty-five Palestinian leaders 
Tuesday signed a petition to 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev urging him to h»lr the 
emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel. 

“Stop this exodus as soon as 
possible,” said the petition signed 
by members of the' Palestine 
National Gonncfl, the Palestinian 
paiiiament-in-exile. The council 
has 430 members. 

“In the mmy ? of human rights, 
we call on you to quickly inter- 
vene... to stop Soviet Jewish ex- 
odus, which is considered another 
Jewish invasion Of our home- 
land,” the petition sad. 

The petition was signed at a. 
meeting chaired by PNC Speaker 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid A1 Sayeh. 

It also called on international 
circles and h uman rights advo- 
cates to “apply pressure on the 
United States so that it would hah 
to financial, military and political 
aid to Israel.” 

“Our own refugees, who have 
spent most of their fives scattered 
around the world without a 
home, have the priority over 
Soviet Jews to return to their 
homeland, Palestine,” the peti- 
tion said. 


By NdQy Im m 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Composer and pian- 
tsr Patrick Lama has come to 
Amman from Paris to perfo r m a 
few pieces of ins co m positions at 
a piano recital to be held tonight 
at the Philadelphia hotel at 8:00 
p.m. 

The recital is part of a prog- 
ramme offered by the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation on tbc occa- 
sion of the 12th meeting of the 
Arab Academy of Music and die 
first rostrum of die International 
Music Council. 

Bom in Jerusalem in 1940, 
Patrick Lama began to study 
music with bis fatter, Augustine 
Lama, the late composer and 
organist of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 

Patrick Lama received a scho- 
larship from the French govern- 
ment in 1951 which allowed him 
to pursue his musical studies 
there. 

He studied piano playing with 
pro fessor Marcel Ciatnpi of the 
National Conservatory of Music 
in Paris and attended the school 
of Margterite Long. He went on 
to study composition with Henry 
DotiUeux in the Books Normals 
de Paris and directing orchestras 
with Pierre Dervaux. 

During the . years 1975-81 he 
wrote a book, “Popular Palesti- 
nian Marie,” after extensive re- 
search. He beard recordings of 
traditional music and transcribed 
it, made a technical analysis of it 
and then moved on to a compara- 
tive stmty between ft and classical 
Arab music, which is based, 
mainly, on four notes. . “There are 
subtfe tfiffeijmccsiu between the 
notes fiat nuke all the differ- 
ence. Occidental *=fanHcfri»f mnw. 
does not have that sort of render- 
ing,” he M pbitm- . 

He made analytical studies cm 
file *Sacre do PTmtemps’ of Stra- 
vinsky. 

. He Spent the rest of his fife 


co mp os in g and p e rf en miu g his 
compositions cm piano. 

He also wrote music that accom- 
panies a poem, for a mezzo- 
soprano vocalist and four instru- 
ments, an aboe, flute, clarinet 
and piano. He has started to 
cooperate with his “more technic- 
al” brothers in the use of compu- 
ters to help him document and 
hear his compositions, regardless 
of the number of performers. 

He explains his musical style: 
“Some people don’t seem to 
understand my music; it is not 
fluid, it is not too melodious.. 
Arabs seek the Arabism in my 
work is vain because my 
approach and authenticity lie 
more in my being modem, but 
the fact that Z come from the 
Orient cannot but give my music 
Oriental overtones.” 

“One of the works I will play, 
however, is a fragment of a popu- 
lar melody originally played on 
the Arab flute, Shabbabeh, which 
covers a wide range of nuances. I 
try to recreate the nuances on the 
piano by developing a range of 
different st r u c tur es into a form of 
variations and giving it an overall 
cont emp orary style. Some think 
that traditional Arab music is 
simple, re p etiti v e and boring. We 
must not have complexes vis-a-vis 
our culture. Traditional 

music might be repetitive but we 
must listen in to the small changes 
that occur intermittently and that 
give it its vitality. This sort of 
concentration should be done 
with utmost sensitivity, but above 
nil with intent rationalism.'’ 
Some Arab m usic ians question 
fads use of a Western instrument. 
“Why not the ud?” they ask. He 


to such claims. We must profit 
from those firings that are exter- 
nal to cmr culture. We can use an 
instrument that is well-built and 
has lots of potential Klee the piano 
and bring out of it a personal 
colour. We live in the 20th cen- 
tury. We cannot and should not 
do the same type of music as in 
the past; imitating becomes a 
caricature. We should create 
something modem.” 

Laxna says he believes in work- 
ing hard to reach a high standard 
of performance and creativity 
where one retains bis spontaneity 
and keeps the rational part alive, 
especially when one series to in- 
novate and create a modern 
oeuvre. 

Approached by different 
musical institutions in Finland, 
the U.S. and Italy, where he 
performed his music to willing 
■ears. Lama feels that the highest 
honours were bestowed on him 
by his own father when he bad 
heard his musk: and had called it 
“a serious composition.” For an 


“The piano is considered to be 
a Western instrument, but I say it 
is an instrument used in the West 
and it does not mean that we 

cannot use it in our own way, and 
produce through it sounds that 
are c omp atible with our Oriental 

character. Why buy a fridge and a, 

car and scream scandal at a 
piano? I-sound a note of defiance 


in church music to have cut 
through the modernism of such 
work and reach the chore is 
admirable. But file feeling is 
mutual. Patrick Lama now looks 
back at his father’s c om positions 
with great respect. “He was so 
meticulous and organised. He 
was my first teacher and I still fed 
fads influence on me,” he says. 

Another point the fatter and 
son have m common is their 
solitary existence. They live only 
for their music. Nothing else mat- 
ters. To be known Is file last thing 
mi Patrick Lama's mind although 
components Eke “you are the 
Bartok of file Middle East" con- 
veyed to him by a leading music 
critic in London leave hungrin- 
fling and satisfied. Quafityfe what 
he seeks and if people trace that 
in bis work, why not?. When he is 
asked to play in public he re- 
sponds to the call, ami is soon 
itching to ap back to his pianto to 
continue Mi work. 


Farmlands face grave 
saline water danger 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nearly 6,000 
dunums of farmland in the 
Rameh district of the Jordan Val- 
ley face a growing danger result- 
ing from a high rate of salinity in 
irrigation water pumped to the 
area by the Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA), file Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

Petra quoted JVA Secretary 
General Mohammad Bam Hani 
as blaming local citizens for 
damaging fafUjAwe u yd to drain 
saline water. In a statement car- 
ried by Petra, Bam Hard said the 
JVA was preparing tender docu- 
ments for a project aimed at 
deal ing w ith the problem. 

According to Bam Hani, the 
JVA had Installed a 2.5 
kflome tre^ong plastic pipe to 
drain saline water away from the 
region and to prevent its mixture 
with fresh water being used for 
irrigation. SaHw» water appeared 
as JVA teams were drilling an 
artesian well and the installation 


of the plastic pipe was aimed at 
preventing the saline water from 
mixing with fresh water, Bani 
Hani explained. He said that the 
pipe succeed e d in draining away 
most of the saline water, leaving 
only fresh water for irrigation. 
But, he said, local residents dam- 
aged the pipe soon afterwards by 
firing at it or blocking it with 
stones. “This deliberate sabotage 
caused saline water to reappear in 
the irrigation water, prompting 
an outcry on the part of the 
farmers and vegetable growers,” 
Bani Hani said. 

A Korean firm was approached 
in 1988 to find a solution to the 
problem after it had succeeded in 
handling a similar problem at 
Wadi A1 Arab near Irbid, the 
JVA chief said. At that time the 
cost was estimated at JD 307,000 
plus JD 170,000 for replacing the 
plastic pipe with iron pipe, he 
said. 


Quantity of destroyed 
food in 1989 doubles 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Supply Tuesday announced 
that nearly 20 per cent of food 
stuffs that were to have been 
offered to the public last year had 
been destroyed after being found 
unfit for human consumption. 

A ministry statement said that 
in 1989 the ministry destroyed 
72,869 kilogrammes of food sup- 
plies , almost double the quantity 
destroyed in the pterions year 
because they were found to be 
unfit for consumption. 

The statement said the main 
reasons b ehin d food eoine bad 
were i mp rope r storage, poor refri- 
geration, and damp atmosphere 
m stores. 

Pricing process started 
In a separate statement, the 


ministry announced that it had 
started pricing food supplies lying 
in warehouses prior to releasing 
than to their importers. 

The delay in pricing was at the 
heart of a dispute between the 
Supply Merchants Association 
and the ministry, prompting on 
intervention by the Lower House 
of Parliament, which set up a 
co mmi ttee to help resolve the 
dispute. 

According to the ministry 
statement, the JD 1 million worth 
of supplies included cheese, can- 
ned meat, tuna, sardines, veget- 
able fat, mortadella, and soup. 

The statement said that a 15 
per cent profit would be allowed 
to wholesale and retail dealers of 
the supplies. 



Canada to boost aid 
by 15 million dollars 


Solitary musician — Patrick Lama 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The president 
of the Petro Canada International 

Assistance Corporation (PCIAC) 

will visit Jordan later tins month 
to sign a two-year agreement on 
increasing Canadian aid to the 
Kingdom, the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources said 
Tuesday. 

The announcement was made 
following a meeting between 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Thabet A1 Taber and 
Canada’s ambassador to Jordan. 
Michael Bell. 

Under tile projected' agree- 
ment, Jordan, will get an addition- 
al 15 zmlEon Canadian dollars in 
aid to help the Kingdom’s oil and 
natural gas exploration work, the 
statement said. 


In 1988 the Canadian govern- 
ment decided to offer Jordan a 
grant of 19 million Canadian dol- 
lars to assist file Kingdom’s oil 
exploration effort. But, Anting a' 
visit to Canada last year. Natural 
Resources Authority Director 
Kamal Jreisat discussed with offi- 
cials in Ottawa prospects for 
raising the assistance to 32 mil Hon 
dollars. 

Petro Canada also , announced 
that it would help Jordan work 
i on seismic exploration 

activities in the AI Rishe area 
northeast of Jordan. 

Jreisat and other officials 
attended Minister Taber’s meet- , 
ing with Ambassador Bell ; 
Tuesday. 


“The delay in implementing 
the project was the resnlt an 
insistence by foe former rnfircter 
of water and irrigation t hat prop; 
CT tender documents be prepared 
before floating a tender,” accord- 
ing to Bani Ham. 

Tie said the dor wnts were 
stiD being prepare S ! a feasibil- 

ity stu^y was bcii- c - conducted. 
But the two-year delay will make 
the project very expensive since 
earlier cost estimates were made 
before the devaluation of the 
dinar and the prices of pipes have 
aigr> gone up since then, he said. 
Meanwhile, ffamage continues to 
be done d«e to farmlands in the 
area, Bani Hani said. 

Local farmers were quoted as 
saying by Petra that they had 
complained to the concerned au- 
thorities and to the Prune Minis - 
try, but no solution had been 
found, pending the implementa- 
tion of the JVA project. 

RSS 

disposes of 

ammonia 

cylinders 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tv f • :I 
Scientific Society (RSS) has h.-.-n 
disposing of damaged ..aunonia 
cylinders , some of th« .- full of* 
the gas, at an area in the suburbs 
of Amman, and the process is 
expected to end by Wednesday, 
Amman Governor Mohammad 
AE Al Amin said Tuesday. 

The RSS is conducting die dis- 
I posal work employing new tech- 
niques which would prt nt my 
leakage of the dangerous 5 is -t 
might harm the citizens liviii., 
within that area, Amin wai 
quoted as saying by file Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Originally the plan was to re- 
move the cylinders and dispose 
off the ammonia gas by boring 
file cylinders and allowing then 
to cool in freezing water — * 
procedure normally adopted by 
the Civil Defence Department 
and the Armed Forces whose 
advice was sought for the process, 
Amin said. 

The governor said a resident 
near the disposal area reported 
the presence of several cylinders, 
some of them containing ammo- 
nia and belonging to the Naber 
Company, in November last year. 
The cylinders were found not far 
from residential quarters, and the 
Civil Defence Department sug- 
gested that the cylinders, each 
weighing 30 kjlogranunes, be re- 
moved to an outlying area, some 
five kflometres away from the 
site, where the process of cooling 
could he carried ou*. Amin '•aid 
But, h ; saiv. .it /.I . wa. • 
moving the cylinders could c au se 
leakages that would endanger 
people’s Eves and undertook the 
process of disposing them 
through new techniques, he 
added. 
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Blood knows 
no colours 


THE ATTACK on the Israeli bos in Egypt on Sunday drew 
mixed reactions ranging from outright condemnation and 
npadhdion of its rationale to otter praise and justification. 
The fairest of these reaction is, however, the one which calls 
Cor equal treatment between the (tiffing of civilian Arabs, 
notably Palestinians, and the haling of Israefi dvffians. 
When the international community and above afl Israel 
itself starts to condemn the tiffing of dviBan Arabs, whether 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip or elsewhere in the Arab 
World, and begins to take effective measures to stop such 
kflHngs, then and only then the Israelis can be entitled to 
sympathy and understmding of the entire world, inducting 
the Arab countries. As things stand now, the killing of 
Palestinians go on on a daily basis witboet ever bearing any 
effective voice from the Israefi establishment criticising such 
sdnnghtor nmrii tow rond owning flam. And as tetg aw Israel 

maintains its faithfal adherence to its prejudiced and 
ridiculous standard of paying no attention to Arab Mood 
spilled by its military machine, and goes on equating one 
Israefi dvffian casualty with scores of Arab dviUan casual- 
ties, then it cannot possibly expect to earn the sympathy of 
the Arab side or ever ask Arab tears to be shed whenever 
one or 10 Israeli civilians get kffled. 

Admittedly the killing of Israeli dvffians wffl play very 
wefl into the hands of Israeli extremism, notably among the 
Likud constituency, and raise hi the process ve^y formidable 
obstacles in the path of the fragile peace process. But the. 
same can be said for the Arab side as wefl. Whenever 
Palestinians get killed in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
while waging their basically peaceful intifada, the forces of 
extremism on the Arab side wffl also eqjoy a field day and 
tb^y in turn end np forging an impregnable obstacle to the 
projected process ofdi»k?gi* and negotiations between the 
Israeli and Palestinian sides. Seen against this backdrop the 
real villains behind the killing of Isradi dvffians, whether in 
a bus or walking down the streets of Jerusalem or 
PnU»«tfi»iang simply aspiring far recognition and negotiations 
with Td Aviv, are those Israeli farces which have frustrated 
one peace process after the other. 

This is not to suggest that anyone would want to 
encourage or promote the continuation of the killing of 
dvffians whether Israelis or Palestinians. Far from snch a 
posture, it is rather the call for equal treatment for 
Palestinian civilians who go an getting murdered every day 
without as much as causing a wink among many Israeli 
hardliners or much concern among the traditional friends 
aid allies of Td Aviv. Now is therefore time for the 
international community to stand up in mass and call for an 
effective halt to the kiflhigs on both sides and the beginning 
of genuine negotiations with the explicit purpose of achiev- 
ing real peace between them where cooperation and 
friendship would reign supreme. 
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Al Ral Arabic daily on Tuesday commented on a visit to the army 
headquarters by the cabinet and parliament members and said 
diat the audience now has a better idea about foe immense 
responsibilities shouldered by the Armed Forces which serve as a 
shield protecting the nation. The paper said that the Armed 
Forces are a source of pride for the Jordanian people for their 
persistent and firm stand in their defence of the Arab countries 
and for their perseverance in the face of challenges and dangers. 
What the anriy commanders talked about was an explanation to 
the whole nation about the army’s preparedness to defend the 
homeland and about the needs of the Armed Forces and the 
requirements which can be met only through the assistance of 
Arab states which also benefit from the Armed Forces services, 
the paper said. The paper said Parliament members who later 
urged Arab states to come to the aid of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, expressed deep pride ami confidence in the country’s 
preparedness and continued militar y training which can thwart 
enemy ambitions and conspiracies. The paper said the Jordanian 


Armed Forces should acquire all possible help from the Arab 
states so that they can pursue efforts to defend the homeland and 


the Arab order. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily newspaper tackles the 
incident in which Arab and Egyptian commandoes attacked a bus 
carrying Israeli tourists in Egypt. Tareq Masarweh asks how can 
the Israelis continue their atrocities in the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip and kQl innocent childr en and walk freely in 
Arab cities? Why should the Israeli crimes be considered 
legitimate while fee Arab reaction is considered c riminal ? ly. 
writer says that the Israeli media is continuing a propaganda 
campaign against Egypt and the Arab Nation, for g e tti ng that 
Israeli soldiers daily kill and wound innocent Palestinians. He says 
that Israel continues to justify its demolishing rrf homes and trifling 
of children and does not want the Arabs.' to ■ justify the anger and 
the reaction of the oppressed people and even those Egyptians 
who are not happy in seeing their kiimine n in Palestine hang 
slaughtered every day. The writer says that the Israelis kill after 
their own fashion, ana they should expect a similar attitude from 
the Palestinians and all Arabs. 


Al Dustour daily commented on His Majesty King Hasson’s 
statement to a Kuwaiti Arabic daily In which the King warned the 
Arabs of the current events in the Middle East in general and 
referred to the Jewish influx into Palestine in particular. The 
paper said that this danger and this challenge should be at the top 
of the list of Arab priorities and must be dealt with in a collective 
mamrer. The paper saffl that the new immigrants are bound to be 
settled on occupied Arab land with detrimental consequences to 
the peace prospects and the national interests of the Palestinian 
le. The King pointed out that the Arabs ought to end the war 
find a solution for the conflict in Sudan and bring 


r%¥CTTl ( f.-'i l ( 


time and resources to deal with the new situation in the occupied 
territories. 



The world at a major turning point 


By Leo Mates 


WE ARE ENTERING 1990 
more apprehensive and also more 
hopeful than we were at the start 
of past years. Latter-day develop- 
ments m the worid have been 


quite overpowering and the pros- 
pects looked bleak, more and 


pects looked bleak, more and 
more so. But tins year we have a 
special reason for feeling anxious. 
There is a growing feeling around 
the worid that we have not only 
seen the end of just another year, 
but that we now face a turning- 
point of major consequence. 
Apart from it being a question of 
the current predominantly poli- 
tical developments in the world, 
it is also a question of the longer- 
term expectations of mankind on 
the threshold of the XXI century. 

In the context of current de- 
velopments, the past year was 
characterised by an unusual con- 
centration of events in all three 
parts of today’s world. Momen- 
tous changes, virtually unimagin- 
able until recently, are fast be- 
coming a reality, They began with 
a growing tendency towards a 
resolution of local and regional 
conflicts which involved the 
world’s leading powers. As East- 
West tensions relaxed in the very 
centre of the global confrontation 
on European sofl, the post-war 
divisions and disintegrative pro- 
cesses became less and less pro- 
nounced. The dialogue cm arms 
proceeded in harmony with over- 
all political relations. In the 
second half of the past year, this 
course of development influenced 
surprisingly dynamic changes in- 
side the countries of the Eastern 
bloc, and these, again, were 
strongly reflected on general 
trends in the world. 

In global terms, the changes in 
Eastern Europe have been the 
most far-reaching. In one country 
after another, drastic evidence 
emerged of the incompetence of 
an arbitrary state- administered 
system that posed as a concrete 
realisation of Karl Marx’ vision, 
while, in reality it was a form of 
gove rnm ent forcibly imposed by 
a minority which proclaimed its 
unlimited authority as the will of 
the people and interests of the 
working class. But this feet does 
not reafly merit special attention 
any more. A point of far greater 
interest is that the collapse of a 
system which had appeal to be 
so stable, occurred so very quick- 
ly and on die strength of such a 
broad popular consensus, and 
that it was effectetim such a dose 
sequence of events. 

There can be no doubt at all 
that the initial impulse came with 
the launching of political changes 
in the Soviet Union by Mikhail 
Gorbachev. But neither was that 
a coincidence, for Gorbachev, 
endowed with intuition, an 
above-average sense , of realism 
and personal courage, was able to 


draw the proper conclusions from 
Iris cou n try’s economic s t a g na t i o n 
and Soviet society’s moral degen- 
eration over the past decades. 
Thus enlightened and using his 
authority he launched a drive to 
lead Ms country out of the crisis it 
confr o nted. In this way, he cre- 
ated two necessary preconditions 
for the mystification upon which 
the regimes in Eastern Europe 
were based to be dispelled. The 
first was the demystification of. 
the infallibility of the party and 
die regime and die exposure of 
the weaknesses of the entire so- 
cial system in those countries. 
The other was the elimination of 
fear of a Soviet intervention in 
the event of the implementation 
of the necessary reforms on 
democratic principles. 

These two preconditions dis- 
pelled all fears and the blindness, 
and just like in one of Andersen’s 
tales the people regained their 
sight and realised that the emper- 
or no clothes on him- But thin 
time it was not a naive boy from a 
fairy tale that shattered the Uln- 
skm, but the leader of one of the 
world’s leading powers. When 
this happened develo pm e n t s little 
by little gained momentum and 
scope like a rolling snowball 
growing into an avalanche. Quite 
in keeping with this metaphore, 
the events gained in magnitude 
and speed. The changes which 
even before this demystification 
had taken several years in Poland 
and, under that impact, a few 
months in Hungary, took only a 
few days in CzediostovaJria, Bul- 
garia and Romania. 

The events in Eastern Europe, 
initiated under tire influence of 
the developments in the Soviet 
Union, contributed for their part 
to the acceleration and radkalisa- 
tkm of the processes in the Sonet 
Union. At the same tune, the 
tnnnofl in the eastern part of the 
(rid continent fundamentally 
altered East-West relations, as 
vividly illustrated by Shevard- 
nadze’s courtesy visit to NATO 
headquarters in Brussels. .This 
spectacular gesture merely con- 
firmed the opening of a new era 
in East-West relations already 
clearly maiwfa«r in the pulling 
down of the Berlin Wall and 
settlement of a number of con- 
flicts in different parts of die 
Thud Worid. This course of de- 
velopment is no less significant 
for the fact that many conflicts 
are still unresolved arid that * 
others, beyond the range of the 
East-Westcontroversy — Hkerthe ■ 
U.S.- Panamanian conflict, are 
being ■ exacerbated. 

From die point of view of the 
United States, the confrontation t 
with the Soviet Union had been 
the dominant problem only a 
short while ago, but now the de- 
finition of the main problem is 
changing. Its one-time primary 
concern fin military supremacy in 


the competition with the Soviet 
militaiy arsenal is now giving way 
to economic competition with riv- 
al powers, prinapaDy Japan and 
West Europe. On its home 
ground, the struggle against 
alleged communist subversive 
activity is giving way to the fight 
against drug traffickers, also a 
high priority in the international 
sector. Pinoche and similar milit- 
ary tyrants and “anti-communist” 
fighters’ are not interesting any 
more, and the focus of action in 
the hemisphere is being moved to 
the northern part of Latin Amer- 
ica from where dross come. 

The other parts of the Third 
World have thereby been relieved 
of the dangers concealed in the 
conversion of the world into an 
arena of big-power confronta- 
tion. The countries in those vast 
regions can now breathe a sigh of 
relief, but in this new situation 
there is even less readiness than 
before to extend economic aid 
which past rivalry had stimulated 
to a certain measure. On the 
other hand, the developed coun- 
tries are showing an incompara- 
bly greater will to direct aid to the 
East European countries to sup- 
port their democratic changes. 
Once again it is being shown that 
economic aid is all the more 
gene rou s for. having a stronger 
political motive. 

As can be seen, the priorities 
and the development, of interna- 
tional relations have undergone a 
dramatic turnabout. However, 
the past year marked the beght- 
ning of the transition to a longer 
historical period. Formally, tins is 
connected with the imminent pas- 
sage into the twenty-first century 
— into a new nriUenhrm. But few 



people today attach any particu- 
lar significance to the formal be- 


lar significance to the formal be- 
ginning of a new mffleniupi. To- 
day, the new century, is antici- 
pated as a symbol of the great 
leap from the kingdom of necessi- 
ty, in which maw wore himself out 
to ensure his existence, into the 
kingdom of freedom in winch 
machines wffl produce whatever 
is necessary, including them- 
selves, manage artificial intelli- 
gence — afl of this in the service 

of man 

This aspect of tire turning-point 
is also connected-with the events 
of the past year. Anyway, the 
past year has given us plenty of 
reason, regardless of its mfflenial 
location, to regard it as a year 
with exceptionally numerous 
signs that we are at tiie end of one 
era and about tor-enter another- 
one -which we expect to be better 
than our current experience. Yet 
it would be futile to talk about the 
world as a homogeneous whole, 
even though all its parts are fate-- 
fully bound together because of 
the global repercussions of major 
events, wherever they may hap- 
pen. Unfortunately, tins negative 
interconnection and interdepend- 


ence, if we may say so, does not 
mean that any positive develop- 
ment proceeds in a synchronous 
or even in an approximately iden- 
tical manner throughout the 
world. This is best illustrated by 
tile fact during a period of max- 
imum acceleration of material de- 
velopment, after the Second 
Worid War, in the second half of 
tins century, the disparities be- 
tween the individual parts of the 
world increased, not diminished. 
Accelerated development did not 
bring a unification, but rather it 
enhanced differences. This is par- 
tictdaify true of the three main 
regions, but it is also true of the 
sub-regions in each of the three 
worlds. 

The development in Europe, 
after the industrial revolution, 
launched a relatively small part of 
mank in d , ' Europe, into the 
mint' of power and influence 
which led to ever greater differ- 
ences and to more unequal rela- 
tions, than ever before. This most 
highly-developed part of the 
worid expanded but remained a 
privileged minority in the worid. 
It does not represent mankind 
but it determines the fate of afl 
and sundry, irrespective of the 
arguments, protests and cans for 
equal treatment of those less de- 
veloped. • ■' • 

- The- -most higMy-developetT^ 
.part of the worid alro introduced, 
new forms of social - organisation 
and life. The entry into the' mod- 
ern era was hailed in that en- 
vironment as the begmnmg of a 
millenium of prosperity and 
happiness, as the epd of man’s 
arduous fight for survival. Soon 
enough this was shown to be an 
fflnskm and a fallacy. Man cele- 


brated his victory over nature 
“seizing” its. laws and subjecting 
them to Ins interests and wffl. But 
these naive estimates proved to 
be sheer Illusions. In addition to 


through enesgietic-pofitical action 
to rectify this state of affairs and 
to improve the position of those 
at the bottom of the so cial ladder - 
But as has been shown in the last 


the already existing problems rat- -years . of this century, the past 
dustrialisation brought new, -year in particular, - these efforts 


more formidab le ones. Human 
relations became encumbered 
with ever deeper inequalities and 
conflicts of interest, which arose 
from the unavoidable division 
into managers and producers in 
industrial society. 

The increased capacity of pro- 
duction of material wealth came 
nowhere near the level of prodne- 


were futile. The position of the 
socially threatened groups be- 
came- even worse in countries in 
whkh attenqxs were made to 
resolve in an aihitrary fashion by 
political means problems which 
nad deeper roots mid which had 
marked industrial society. It now 
appears- to be a passing phase 
from the generafly low productive 


tkm that would be capable of ity. level of jm-indnstrial to the 
resolving the material problems opukaice.- of post-industriaL sori- 


of mankin d equitably, but it 
greatly increased foe stakes oyer 
which a battfe was bemg waged fa 
the sphere of distribution in soci- 
ety- This became an increasingly 
brutal struggle which increasingly 
relied on violence m international 
relations and also within indi- 
vidual societies.. B spurred all 
kinds of mass and writ-organised 
crime: A sense of unease and 
insecurity developed m the Ugh- 
ly-devdoped countries on He. 
basis of major cfaknges in social 
and economic status. First, there 
was a mass converaon of primary : 
agricultural producersmto in-. 


ety which is yet to come and in 
wfafch prosperity will be based an 
reasonable cooperation vrith na- 
tnre, not on abuse , o f natural 
resources mid labour, typical of 
existing industrial society. 

But tins tr ansitio n is today a 
matter of interest only for that 
m inor i ty of mankind mat fives in 
foe developed countries. Apart 
from tins section, countries winch 
will succeed in joining foe process 
of. development, cond uc ive to 
post-industrial society likewise 
have a chance. This leaves alarge 
part of mahldiid- without any 
prospect of joining-tins leap into 


dostrialwoikera after whkhcaaie^u she future inthfa.a. Jarcseeabte 
mK>tfrex~<fafage fa i’cririnectionfl 3 period-This-part afiriunarnty will 


with 'increased productivity and ^therefore remain to'be-tfae most 


the expansion . of. services. All 
these changes were a c co mpani ed 
by Increased unemployment, 
physical and status mobility and 
social insecurity. 

Such a dynamic development' 
of the infrastructure caused large 
revolutionary movements in foe 
developed world, which aspired 


difficult existential and ethical 
problem of our age; themaferi# 
means for tins majority to share 
with foe others the benefits of a 
happier future exist but only on 
the assumption of the rich show- 


of pursuing their short-sighted 
egocentric interests. \ 


Baker faces tough issues 
in Moscow talks 


Barry Schmid 

Associated Pros 


WASHINGTON — As revolu- 
tions rock East Europe and some 
Germa ns demand reunion, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
embarks on a diplomatic journey 
this week that tests the superpow- 
ers’ influence on the fak-paced 
events. 1. 

In Baker’s bulging briefcase 
are a dozen tough problems, 
ran g in g from the German i^ ne 


c h a n gjes in Eastern Europe have 
taken, to the fingering* 12-year 
war in Afghanistan between the 
Soviet-backed Marxist govern- 
ment and Western-backed Mus- 
lim rebels. 

The centerpiece of Baker’s 
nine-day trip, which began Mon- 
day, is a face-to-face session with 
Soviet JPreridcut: Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev toward the end of the 
week in Moscow. That will give 
Baker a firsthand account of the 
coarse the Kremlin is taking on 
German reunification and of how 
Gorbachev is addressing Soviet 
political and economic problems. 

Rumours last week tbat_Gar- 
bacbev m i g h t surrender his post 
as general s e cret a ry of tire Com- 
munist Party at a central c ommi t- 
tee m eeting renewed U.S. in- 
terest in his personal fate and the 
course of Soviet reform. 

Baker and President George 
B ush, both whom have hailed 
Gorbachev and his r efo rms , are 
braking a calculated effort to 
bolster the Soviet leader as be 
tries to Ovena t iiwg waktan w to hie 

programme of p e re stroika. 

Baker is taking new often of 
technical cooperation to Moscow, 
and in three days of talks with 
Foreig n Minister Eduard A. She-’ 
vardnadze hope* to remove seme 
of the remaining roadblocks tO 
completion of a treaty to reduce 
U.S. and Soviet long-range nuc- 
lear mi ssfl es , submarines and 
bombers by 30 per cent to SO per 
cent 

The idea is to have a treaty 
ready for Bush and Goibachev to 


sign at a Washington summit 
meeting in June. Baker’s talks 
with Shevardnadze, which begin 
Wednesday night, are intended as 
preparations for the event. 

Baker also is prepared to ex- 
tend the premise of trade pri- 
vileges, provided the Soviets 
codify their recent easing of 
emigration restrictions. 

At the same time, though, the 
Bush ad ministrati on has to assess 
• ways of encouraging democratic 
trends in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe in the event Gor- 
bachev’s powers ebb. 

There seems to be little doubt, 
however, that the Bush-Baker" 
team is determined to cooperate 
with Gorbachev. The question 
that hangs over Baker’s mission, 
apart from the slow response of 
the Soviet economy, is how much 
influence the two sup e rpowers 
working togeth e r can have on 
world events. 

The accelerating drive by East 
and West Germans .to form one 
country again — and the tre- 
mouxs this causes among some 
Europeans — a p p a rently is only 
slightly responsive to U.S. and 
Soviet wishes. 


Gorbachev last week softened 
bis opposition, saying unification 
was not in doubt but must come 
as part 1 of a revision of Europe’s 
political and militaiy structure. 

But West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl cm Saturday flatly 
rejected a Soviet proposal that 
Europeans and North Americans 
vote on whether German unity 
should be allowed. 

Baker, meanwhile, reiterated 
U.S. support for reunification but 
steered dear of picking and 
choosing among the approaches 
that have surfaced. 

Amoqg them is one by Hans 
Modrow, the East Ge rman pre- 
mier, for a neutral, single state 
that would belong neither to 
NATO nor the Warsaw Pact, and 
another by West German Foreign 

Kfimster Han^Dktrich Gensdier 
that would keep Germany in 
NATO but leave the East Ger- 


'man region demilitarised. 

' Baker met with Genscher on 
Friday night cm the German ques- 
tion and planned a session with 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas at Shannon airport in 
Ireland early Tuesday while Bale-, 
er’s jet is being refuelled. 

Pursuing a fast peace. Baker 
will then fly to Prague for 27 
hours in the capital of Chechoslo- 
vakia, the central European ally 
of the Soviet Union that is fa foe 
midst of an untroubled transition ’ 
to democracy. 

During that brief visit Baker 
will meet with President Vaclav 
Havel and other leaders of the 
-new govern men t and make a 
speech in which he is expected to 
strengthen his qualified endorse- 
ment of a 35-nation European 
summit meeting this year — a 
Gorbachev formula for ««rng 
East-West tensions. 

Bush set the tone for Baker’s 
trip in his state of the muon 
speech with a proposal to cot 
U.S. and Soviet troops in Europe 
to 225,000, with a limit of 195,ti&0 . 
.in Central Europe. 

That meshes with calls on Gor- 
bachev by Czechoslovakia, Po- 
land and Hungary to remove 
Soviet forces — and with Gor- 
bachev’s apparent willingness to 
comply — while leaving tens of 
thousands in East Germany. 

On Saturday, at the end of his 
Moscow visit. Baker will make an 
■ unp recedented appearance and 
answer questions before the 44- 
member internati onal affair * 
committee of the Supreme 
Soviet, die nation’s chief legisla- 
tive body. 

He wffl make a brief opening 
statement and then answer ques- 
tions for 90 in the pre- 

sence of U.S. and Soviet repor- 
ters. 

On foe way home. Baker will 
stop in Ottawa, Canada, to 
attend a meeting Feb. 12-13 of 
NATO and Warsaw Fact official* 
to discuss an “open skies’* 
proposal that would opeq U.S. 
-and Soviet • territory to over- 


West German press looks 
East to huge new market 


By Richard Means 
Renter 


BONN — East Germans who 
flocked to foe West when foe 
Berlin Wall opened last Novem- 
ber were greeted with cheers, 
kisses, flowers — and free news- 
papers. 

West German papers, packed 
ever since with news from East 
Germany, worked flat out to pro- 
duce special editions within hours 
to welcome the viators. 

Now they are trying to turn a 
publisher’s dream — the emerg- 
ence almost o verni ght of mfflkms 
of potential new readers — into 
reality by taking the news to East 
German homes. 

“West German papers stand an 
excellent chance of getting into 
the East German market,” said 
Hans- Wolfgang Pfeifer of the 
conservative Frankfurter 
AUgemeine. 

Late in January, five West Ger- 
man lorries headed over the bor- 
der to deliver the fast East-West 
German newspaper to 180,000 
Leipzig homes in time for break- 
fast 

Wir in Leipzig (Wc in Leipzig), 
carrying mostly local news and 
adver tising ranging from West 
Germany’s national airline, 
Lufthansa, to focal barbers and 
hotels in the city mderimes foe 
problems and advantages in gain- 
ing a foothold in the East. 

With 32 pages, it is four times 
■the size of East German dailies, 
which are kept thin by an acute 
paper sbortage that also e nsu re s 
deman d is never satisfied. 

But for the p rop ose d price of 
2-5 East German marks — foe 
pilot edition was free — an East 
German could boy his subsidised 
papers for two weeks. 

cast Germany’s political and 
economic future is uncertain, so 
the big West German publishers 
are. co nc e n tr ati ng for now on 
promoting awareness of their ti- 


other politicians to All an in- 
formation vend caused by years of 
rigid media censorship. The Ea st 
German opposition alleges that 
the Communists still manipulate 
. the niwtia. ' 

The glossy weekly news maga- 
zine Stern is sending a special 

edition to a milKon Ffl yt Ge rmane 

to .guide than through the be- 
wildering array of parties fi ghting 
the ruling Communists in first- 
ever free elections in May. 

Munich's Sueddeutsche 
Zeftung, founded in 1944, now 
produces a cheap weekly paper to 


nei p yis mng uast Germans 
understand West Germany as 
well as afl the changes at home. 

“The 1948 blockade against the 
free word has finally been fifted,” 
West Berlin’s Tagesspiegel says 
in an advertisement “And you 
ran help your friends and rela- 
tives keep informed more inde- 
pendently — a basic requirement 
for democratic fife.” 


They are ahO answ e rin g cam 
.by Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 


It and most major West Ger- 
man newspapers now sell sub- 
scriptions for the papers to be 
sort to East Germans. - 
The service started after tests 
showed East German 
officers had begun to ignore the 
still technically illegal Import of 

most Western publications. Some 

50,00(1 a day are sent. 

Western publishers have bad 
fittie incentive to sell papers or 
magazi nes' for East German 
marks, which they could not rein- 
vest inside foe country and winch 
are worthless abroad. 

But a law permitting foreign 
investment, approved by the gov- 
ernment on Jan. 25, appeal* to 
give much wider scope fcfcreigu 
ownership than originally 
planned. - 

Christoph Kasse of Gnmer nod 
Jahr, the giant . Hamburg - pub-' 
fishing house that produces Stas 
and other popular weeklies, said: 
**We coukflaxmch qnr own maga- 
zine or perhaps take a dure In an 

w irfin g Qfie ” 

*■ West "Bexiin-s left wing 
'‘alternative’* . daily, Taz, said: 


“We are already planning fur 
steps in East Germany, from 
ting np an East German editc 
team to printing and sefling 
paper in the land of now t 
mited possibilities.” • • 

Local papers along the boi 
now report from neighbors 
East German districts which ti 
readers often know very ® 
about — one travel supplem 
was entitled:. “Unknown nd 
boor opens its doors/’ 

Some also sell copies in- 
East^ on the street or era 
bakeries. The country. ab 

300 news agents, r nim apyi y 
West Germany's 80,000, 3 
most papers are sent by pos 
As die two Gexmrayi m 
ever closer, media fi 

predict big West German pat 
Hke foe Frankfurter Allgemea 
foe centrist Sueddeutsc 
Zettmig and the liberal Fradd 
ter Rundschau will dominate 
national market. 

“But East Germany’s no 
papers will do well, as long 
foey adapt,” said Werner Bad 
of the Internati onal ^jsodst 
^^^g ran-Ijingnage Media 

■Mirny haw already rirni y d , bj 
Parting mane openly and ei 
takmg advertising, but most j* 
era axe still owned by foe Co 
mumst Party. 

It is considering handing soi 
wct to non-party ownership, 1 
Somsabsts act one naoer. X 

15? people ) mErfixrt, i 
oded not to wait. They dedai 
®“torral independence and ga 
“the more tradi tional uai 
1 ™J nn 8*r Aflgemeine. : 

°, r newspaper B 
Germ fny*s first mdSpeUden 
°T ned P®per, has. jurthit t 
■®t*etsas a bright tabloid week 

New ponnm 

ateT? 31 We” M foe^East w 
• .* vety good mirt 

to bnt 

umcn with home," Bader ui 
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By Jerome Koecfafia 

Al« AYUN,. Western Stfaui — 
Far from the eyes of the work! in 
a desat of sand and rocks, a 
xasty Sffle w hts been waged 
for over* decade. This is West- 
era Satatvfockoi si the sooth <rf 
Morocco wfefc eadle» of 
.rand dimes to the cast and ot- 
pOQStt of salt water — the Atiao- 
tic Ocean — to the Wert. Move 
Jan a year ago the United Na- 
pons voted to hnptanem a re- 
fcw«Mn for the sdM etenu i na - 
don of Wettem box the 

polling winch will enable' about 
75,000 SafarawHs to - decide 
whether they want to be Moroc- 
cans or be independent has been 


tanwhile. the Western 
Sahara guerrillas calling them- 
selves me Potisario Front are 


elopment cue’ 
histrial sotiq*. 
bance. Ttehs. 

mankind s.’ 
t of joining 
ire within a 
This part of teVro 
■e remain to b?- 
existential it- 
l of oarage; fax 
for this major : 

: others the te 
future eriak- 
imption ofiirf- 
necessary goodr- 
suing their &•' 
lie interests. 


loot 

arke 


pie Royal Moroccan armed 
forces entrenched b ehind their 
2, 500-Jci lometre -long “desert 
wall" of barbed wire,- urines and 
fortifications with electronic sen- 
sors designed to contain Potisario 
attacks. 

Things are not going too well 
these days for foe rasario. Vfcfon of 
the recent rapprochement be- 
tween North African countries, it 
is increasingly alone and lacks 
resources. Its history is one of 
defiance by a small minority. 
Colonised by the Spanish in 1884, 
Western Sahara was taken over 
from Spain by King Hassan of 
Morocco in 2975, tat the next 
year foe PoHsario proclaimed foe 
birth of foe independent Sahara 
Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR). For a while foe world 
listened, despite several interna- 
tional tnnAftfr during which the 
PoHsario shot down small, un- 
armed civilian airplanes: foe 
U.N. General Assembly in 1977 
called on Morocco to end its 
“occupation’ of Western Sahara, 
and by mid-2988 a total of 71 
countries had recognised the 
SADR. 

The biggest How to foe Potisario 
has been foe res u mption of di- 
plomatic ties between Algeria 
and Morocco in the spring Of 1988 
and foe creation of foe Maghreb 
Arab Union in Ifebraary 1989. 
Algeria and Morocco now have a 
number of joint projects, includ- 
ing foe construction of a pipeline 
to cany Algerian gas to Spain via 
•• Morocco.- .. . . ; j . . 

Pushed into a small oecnes^of. : 
I'iWestertr Sahara by thoq 80^000 * 
Moroccan. soldiers manding'ibe- 
defence wall, foe Polisariais also 
plagued by internal problems: 
Potisario Front leader Moham- 
mad Abdul Aziz was recently 
forced to denounce the tribalism 

and erring ways of the revolution- 
ary movement. Several respected 
fighters, indnding military chief 
Ibrahim GfaaH, were removed. 
Worse still, prominent PoHsario 
member Omar Hadrami, who was the 
movement’s representative in 
Washington, defected to foe 
Moroccan side last August. 

Rich in phosphate and iron ore 
deposits. Western Sahara has be- 
come politically important in 
Morocco as a symbol of the na- 
tion's strength and unity behind 
the king. To King Hassan, the 
Western Sahara question is vita: 
“The. Sahara is a part of us and 
we are a part of the Sahara,** he 
said. “This whole question is part 
of my life, day and night. I know 
foe whole story back to front, to 
foe extent that if every grain of 
Sahrawi sand were given an 
identity card, I would remember 
all their numbers. But if we have 
to pull- but, we will pull out all 
together. Well cut the telephone 



One of i 


in Western Sahara; da 
la rg el y h d hdtw (WNL). 


foe troops bufit a sophisticated *WaT in the desert, attacks by the 


lines, well sever all the com- 
munication fines and block up all 
the wells. WeH take all our vehi- 
cles back and give weapons to the 
population.” 

Meanwhile A1 Aytm, the capit- 
al of Western Sahara and a garri- 
son town of about 120,000, has 
devek^ta subrtantia^ thanks ro 
the estimated $1 biffiem invested 
by Morocco since 1976 . Projects 
indude a $400 million investment 
in phosphate production and 
fisheries. 

From bis portrait that hangs in 
every government office, the long 
looks down on Hajir Waly, 
secretary general to the governor 
of A1 Ayun province. In a recent 
interview, Waly was une q ui v oc a l: 
“The Polisano is just a pock of 
thieves; the whole thing was a 
political game. The majority of 
the Sahrawi population is inte- 
grated in Morocco. This is all just 
a tragi-comedy and we should 
have seen the last act of it at foe 
time of the “Green March" in 
J975, when 350,000 Moroccans 
came tp -take .possession of .foe 
tenxtoiy - under the nosq of the 
This move* sent about 


),0O0 refugees, into -Algeria 
where they remain and are taken 
care of by the U.N. High Com- 
mission for Refugees. Algeria 
had never liked foe idea of a 
“Greater Morocco” and for a 
while gave open support to the 
SADR. 

The Pofisario’s current chief 
Abdnl Aziz, who took the lead in 
the summer erf 1988, is the son of 
a former officer in tile Royal 
Moroccan forces. There arc no 
reliable figures on the number of 
his followers, but disc u ssions with 
AI Aytm residents show that 


san’s strategy. Sniba lorafiun, a 
modes trader at foe hnboor, and a 
member of a local nomadic tribe, 
explained: “We are HI Morroo-, 
cans, there is no doubt about it 
We will win the referendum, it 
will just be a formality.* 

Nomadic traditions are still 
Sahara. Caravans of camels 
are very much a part of the 
landscape, although today; 
camels graze near factories and 
have to watch out for cars. 

For roost of the Sahrawi tribes 
who have roamed the desert for 
centuries, borders mean nothing. 


When the colonial powers — 
France, Britain, Portugal, Ger- 
many and Spain — carved up 
Africa, they drew straight tines 
on a map. Most Sahrawis at the 
time had never seen a map and it 
is hardly a surprise that to this 
day, they have little respect for 
the hol de r s between Morocco, 
Algeria and Mauritania. 

The fighting over this desert 
land about one-and-a-half times 
the size of France has cost many 
lives. Reliable statistics are not 
available, tat the PoHsario claims 
to have killed 5,673 Moroccan 
soldiers between 1982 and 1965. 
Bashir, 23, has fought with the 
Potisario for five years; his older 
brother is the movement’s repre- 
sentative in New Delhi. Speaking 
in a low voice as he sits before his 
glass of mint tea in Al Ayun, he 
confides: “Western Sahara is our 
land and the Moroccan presence 
is an insult to the Sahrawi people 
that have been oppressed for the 
past 14 years. God willing we will 
-be free and independent by next- 
year." 


When he first started, Bashir 
was conducting sabotage opera- 
tions on Moroccan infrastructure. 
Now he spends his time dodging 
the police and security controls 
while spreading the Polisano 
propaganda. “We will never give 
up. If necessary, we will continue 
to fight at all levels,” he insists. 

Ahmad Samri, 30, who works 
in the Royal Air Maroc airlines 
office in Al Ayun does not agree, 
although he used to support the 
Polisano. “It was fashionable 
among university students,” he 
says. To him, there is nothing to 
gain from an independent West- 
ern Sahara: scarce resources, a 
don and the added 
stage of having to start 
again from square one after a 
Moroccan withdrawal. “As far as 
I am concerned, the Potisario 
Front doesn’t really exist,” he 
adds. “Now and again, you hear 
about skirmishes along the wall, 
but the Polisano is not at all 
representative of the Sahrawi 
people. The people don’t care, 
they follow their ramnk and don’t- 


bother about politics or the bor- 
ders drawn in straight lines 
through the desert.” 

A U.N. -sponsored peace plan 
to which both Morocco and the 
Potisario formally agreed in Au- 
gust 1988 called for the referen- 
dum idea to be implemented, but 
fierce fighting between the 
Moroccan forces and the Potisar- 
io in September 1988 shattered 
the precarious cease-fire.. Later, 
mediation by the President of the 
Organisation for African Unity, 
Moussa Traore, that followed a 
series of talks organised by King 
Fabd of Saudi Arabia finally se- 
cured a direct meeting between 
King Hassan mid Potisario repre- 
sentatives in January 1989. A 
proposed second meeting has yet 
to take place. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is said to plan a 
visit to the area in early 1990 with 
foe aim of furthering the process 
that will lead to the holding of the 
referendum and put an end to this 
“war of the sands” — World 
News Link. 


Comedian Fellag pokes 
fun at Algerian taboos 


By PMfip Sbehadi 
Renter 

ALGIERS — The rolling eyes, 
elastic face and cbapfinesqoc 
quirks of comedian Mohammad 
Fellag have Algerians in stitches 
— in a country that badly needs a 


‘Some people are born with confidence’ 


By Arthur Max 

Tbe Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM, Sweden — 
Some people ire bran with the 
befief that they are masters of 
their own fives. Others feel they 
are at the mercy of fate. 

New research shows that part 
of those feelings are in the genes. 

Psychologists have long known 
that people confident m their 
ability to control their destinies 
are more tikdy to adjust well to 
growing old than those who fed 
that they drift on the currents of 
fate. 

Two researchers who ques- 
tioned hundreds of Swedish twins 
report that such confidence, or 
lack of it, is partly genetic and 
partly drawn from experience. 

They also found that the befief 
in blind luck — a conviction that 
comridencc plays a big role in fife 
— is something teamed in life and 
has nothing to do with heredity. 

The research was conducted at' 
the Karofinska Institute — better 
known as the body that ammally 


awards the Nobel Prize for medi- 
cine — by Nancy Pedersen of foe 
Institute and Margaret Gatz, a 
professor of psychology at the 
University of Southern California 
in Los Angeles. Their results 
were recently published in the 
United States m the Journal of 
Gerontology. 

“The belief in your ability to 
control your life (faction, or the 
befief in your own competence, is 
30 per cent something you are 
bom with,” said Gatz, inter- 
viewed during a consultation visit 
to Sweden. 

People who are confident of 
their ability to control their lives 
have an “internal locus of con- 
trol,” and have a better chance of 
being well adjusted in their old 
age, said Pedersen. 

An “external locus of control,” 
befieying that outside forces de- 
termine the course of life, has 
been finked to depression in lat- 
ter years* she said. 

“This is one of foe windows on 
foe aging process,” said 


Pedersen, who has published a 
series of studies on the genetics of 
personality traits based on inter- 
views with twins. The study 011 
fife-control involved 554 pairs of 
twins. 

“We are trying to understand 
what makes people different. 
What makes some people age 
gracefully and others have a more 
difficult time?” she said. 

“Whether people feel indepen- 
dent is an important standard for 
service institutions and how they 
treat the elderly,” she said. 

The study showed that while 
people have an inborn predilec- 
tion towards independence and 
self-confidence, about 70 per cent 
of this personality trait is affected 
by a person’s environment and 
lifetime expe ri e n ces. 

Pedersen’s studies, with va- 
rious collaborators, probe tbe ag- 
ing process by comparing sets of 
twins, both identical and 
fraternal, many of whom were 
separated at an early age. 

. The subjects were drawn from 


a roster first compiled about 30 
years ago legistming all twins 
bom in Sweden since 1886. The 
complete fist, which was ex- 
tended in 1971, has 95,000 sets of 
twins. 

Pedersen says that studies of 
twins who were reared separately 
but have i d e n t ical or nearly iden- 
tical genes, compared with other 
twins reared together, can yield a 
uniq ue measure of nanme-vs-nur- 
tiir c hi human development. 

Earlier research by Pedersen 
showed that a variety of other 
characteristics are 30 per cent to 
40 per cent determined by a 
perron’s genetic makeup, indud- 
mg many of those trails compris- 
ing what has become known as 
Type A behaviour. 

The Type A personality — the. 
hard-driving person who brings 
borne work from die office, eats 
too fast, is impatient at traffic 
fights and makes a pant of being 
on time — has been found to 
have a higher risk of heart disease 
before age 65. 


don't spare anything,” said 
Fellag with an impish grin after 
another packed house in the posh 
Riadh Al Feth recreational com- 
plex. 

Fellag, 39, has made artistic 
history in Algeria by breaking 
one taboo after another in one- 
man plays that combine s l ap stick 
with sharp pofitical satire. 

Nothing escapes his wit, be it 
sex, religion, censorship, tin; one- 
party state that ruled Algeria for 
27 years or the troubled democra- 
cy now replacing it. 

Muslim fundamentalists went 
on the warpath after his 1989 play 
Cocktail Kborotov was televised 
nationally and brought jokes ab- 
out condoms into millions of 
Algerian homes. 

After denunciations in foe 
mosques, one anonymous letter 
read, “You are a Salman Rush- 
die. I am going to kill you.” 

Fellag remains unruffled and 
irrepressibly iconoclastic. His 
new play S.O.S. la bas (S.O.S. 
everything’s fine) is sold out a 
month in advance. 

“1 try to touch our taboos, to 
scratch where it hurts a little,” he 
told Reuters. “I often talk about 
sex because I know it's an enor- 
mous hang-up with us, and you 
can’t get to the Algerian soul 
without touching it.” 

Drifting in and out of French 
and Algerian Arabic as Algerians 
often do, Fellag presents ms ver- 
sion of an evening on state televi- 
sion, long the butt of jokes for its 
stale prog r am ming and strait- 
laced morality. 

The newscaster keeps repeat- 
ing, “everything is absolutely 
fine.” But as tbe audience well 
knows, the economy is a mess, 
fimrfam g iuaKqm is on the rise and 
a nascent democracy sometimes 
looks like chaos. 

Enter laughter. “A healthy 
society is one that laughs at it- 
self,” says Fellag. 

Foreigners who do not know 
Algerians well often find them 


dour, and Fellag comments, 
“Algerians have an enormous 
potential to laugh that never 
found an outlet. The pofitical 
system was just too serious,” 
referring to the one-party social- 
ist state created at independence 
from France in 1962. 

One videotaped scene depicts a 
fictional Algerian space program- 
me in which the astronaut never 
gets off foe ground — but is 
-convinced an extraterrestrial cre- 
ature has stolen his burnous. 

Another shows Fellag tbe TV 
reporter wrapping up tbe day’s 
fluctuations on “Wall Street” — 
an Algiers sidewalk crammed 
with black-market cassette play- 
ers where foe dinar is worth 
one-fifth its official value. 

- He wonders if Algeria is not 
becoming a banana republic — 
“without foe bananas,” a refer- 
ence to the popular fruit’s scarcity 
in Algerian stores. 

An Algerian bewildered by the 
sudden outbreak of democracy 
seeks advice from his doctor. 

“Every day there are strikes, 
and demonstrations, and a new 
political party. Everybody shouts 
all the time. Don't you have any 
pills to keep my head from spin- 
ning?” the patient complains. 

“The only remedy is to form 
yonr own party," replies foe 
doctor. 

Fellag acts ont courses for un- 
employed youths on how to pick 
up girls, and describes the hous- 


ing minister’s horror os seeing 
customs agents burn two million 
condoms. 

“Every condom burned is 
another house to build,” be la- 
ments. thinking of the country’s 
demographic explosion. 

Fellag shocked Algerians last 
year when he became the first to 
use his native Berber language on 
television. Berber, the original 
language of North Africa, has 
until recently been shunned in the 
media as part of an Arabisation 
policy. 

There is one subject on which 
Fellag becomes quite serious — 
Islamic fundamentalists, the 
largest opposition force in Alger- 
ia, which he describes as “a threat 
to tbe development and balance 
of this society.” 

A hush overtakes the theatre 
when Fellag acts out the last 
scene, his own apocalyptical vi- 
sion of a fundamentalist future. 

“Did you hear they’ve bought 
the Berlin Wall at an auction and 
put it back up in Algeria — with 
men on one side and women on 
the other?” 

The men prove unable to care 
for themselves. Garbage, filth 
and disease overtake them while 
foe women build a prosperous 
community full of sweet-smelling 
gardens. 

As the curtain falls, Fellag is on 
foe floor crying out across the 
wall: “Come tack, forgive us, 
you can do anything you want.” 


OPEN FORUM 


Qualities of a good school 

JT SEEMS that tbe only topic of conversation at tbe social 
gatherings of oar educated society centers around school Too 
uupy people have opmhmsaJboat the schools their chBdren attend 
as wen as about schools they know nothin g about directly. 
Unfortunately people are easily convinced by others and are 
influenced by tbe entreat lad in schools. 

What cbarcteristks do “good** schools have according to tbe 
majority of opinions? 

First of aB, a “good” school shook! be painfully strict and not 
allow for any human error on tbe part of students. A “good” 
school should be punitive and make students afraid to breathe 
Without permission. 

Second, a “good” school should not have any student with a 
grade average of less than 90 per cent A “good” school teaches 
oufy those studios students who don’t need teachers, but are 
self-motivated and learn by themselves. 

Third, a “good” school does not have any pbyskaBy, mentally 
or etnoijcmRy handicapped children. It also does not have any 
children from tbe lower socio-economic segment of society. A 
“good” school must give children a rosy picture of society and 
rehrse to acknowledge the existence of anyone who is less than 
perfect After aB we Bve j fa such a perfect world. 

Fourth, tbe “good” school Its everyone hUo the same mold and 
docs not aBow for aay huttvidaality or creativity. It is the aim of the 
“good” school to produce people who can’t write tbdr names on 
paper without inst ruct i ons from shove. 

Fifth, tbe “good” school must have aB the latest, modern, 
up-to-date ftdfifcs. Whether these fatuities are bring used or 
misused is not important. 

Sixth, a “good” school must teach students to hate learning. 
S tude nts in the **good” school must develop an aversion to 
books so that no one ever reads a word after being graduated from 
university. 

Seventh — probably tbe main objective of the “good” school is 
that aB students must pass tbeTawphi examination with 95 per 
cent avenge or above. This is the easiest objective to achieve, since 
as mentioned before, only the top ten per cent of society is kept in 
these schools anyway. 

If yonr cbBd’s school meets aB of these criteria, it is definitely a 

“good* ” 

and sandy. 

Dr. Sne Dahdah 

Director 

The Abdul Hamid Sharaf School 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 
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For a0 your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 

• Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
-'Amman. Jordan > 

■ TCI- 604676. 604696 



gfflMNt. 

Tbefirst&best 

.Chinese Restaurant 

In Jordan 

istGide, Jabal Amman, near 

Ah^mSchod 


Open daily 12 MO-3: 30 
.• p-m. 
6:30-Mkiaight 

TmL$3$9S* 



CROWN 

INT’LEST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


i 

l 

l 



MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisme in Amman. 
CtoneseRamingpottsavailable 

Taka a w ay a vatf m hla 

Open daBy 12:00- 15-30 
1&00- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge. 

Arman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo . 

1 Supermarket 

Mongotian Barbeque tor 
Luncfi Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
. p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our. shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% iargmr 

Prom molargo- 

20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind Lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh «l: 823891 



LUNCH & DINNER 

jiiniim 


Slide film 
Processing by 

A^Kdnica 


Same Day Service 
lor all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next lo Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-41-30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel | 
Towards 3rd ctrde 


Tei; 659519 659520 


Saadi Real Estate 


#1 


OQ^QOO 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 

Rental Dept 

Call Soha 687821/22 



Omani Fish Restaurant 

A (xfexifl- Jordan Sttpernwrint Bidding 


Amman's No, 1 Fish Restaurant 
HFamtty Atmosphere AH 

Open deify for tuneh and dtamer 
Reaeeftahie Prices 
For Reservation and Take away 
Tel: 824677 

BLiw 



TEL : 821 775 FAX : 656 270 

1U : 23 0 23 POB : 815 403 
AM MAN -JORDAN 


FuntWied Apts. 

STUDIO a ONE BEDROOM 
TWO BEDROOMS 
Da8y, Weekly, Monthly, 
Rates 

ResonaMe Rates 
@*828717 

Granada House 

5 th CIRCLE NEAR 

QWEEN ALIA COL. 












Economy 


Oil stocks are low — IEA 


' LONDON (R) — CPEC is still 
pu mp i ng more ofl than its own 
rales permit but Weston stocks 
. are at their lowest for years and 
there is no sign of a glut on the 
market, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) said Tuesday. 

The West’s energy watchdog 
said t hat after exceptionally cold 
weather in North Antenna, which 
raised demand for heating oil, oil 
companies’ petroleum stocks in 
the Western industrial nations 
were down to only 64 days for- 
ward cover — the lowest since 
1974. 

' The IEA monthly oil report 
estimated that crude oil output by 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) ran 
at 233 million barrels per day 
(b/d) in January. 

That was somewhat down from 

milli on. But OPEOnmist^ had 
said they hoped to get below 223 
nrilfion under a new quota agree- 
ment, effective Jan. 1, designed 
to keep a floor of $18 per barrel 


under prices. 

Saudi Arabia, the biggest ex- 
porter, and Kuwait cut output in 
January although both still ex- 
ceeded assigned quotas, accord- 
ing to the IEA. The United Arab 
Emirates is boycotting what it 
calls an unfair quota agreement 
but it also cot some of its excess. 

“Although OPEC’s crude oil 
output in January has been well 
above the expectations based on 
die new production cdKngs... the 
oil market has not yet shown any 
significant indications of over- 
supply,” the IEA said. 

Current spot oil prices, accord- 
ing to an index issued by Britain’s 
National Westminster Bank, 
average $19. 

That is down from $21 touched 
a month ago, when the worst of 
Arctic weather so far tins winter 
swept the United States, but it is 
still $2 above the average for 
1989. 

The IEA said that net ofl ex- 
ports to the West from the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist bloc 


countries declined to 1.8 mini on 
ta/d in January, from’2.1 milli on 
in December. 

And available data suggested 
that petroleum stocks in the 24 
industrial nations of the Paris- 
based Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) had been d rawn 
down foster than previosnsly 
thought in the last three months 
of 1989. 

Stocks decreased by’ 900, 000 
b/d or 300,000 more than esti- 
mated a month ago. 

The cokl snap in the northeast- 
ern United States resulted in a 
rise of 15 per cent in demand 
there for middle distillates — 
used to make beating fuel — the 
IEA re po r ted. 

A drought' last ywirniw also 
distroted the energy picture in 
Euroepe. Hydroelectric output in 
France and Italy is down and lack 
of coaling water has hit nuclear 
plants in France, so that power 
stations’ demand for heavy fuel 
ofl has risen strongly. 


Money inflow to IMF drops 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
.(IMF) collected $3.07 billion 
more than it lent out last year, a 
drop from die $5.4 billion of 
1988, according to figures made 
available Monday. 

One of the biggest sources of 
lending to the Third World, the 
fund has been criticised in recent 
years because it has been taking 
in more than it puts out at a time 
when poor countries are in finan- 
cial trouble. 

“The figures suggest that on a 
global basis the fund is still suck- 
ing more money from developing 
countries than it is .putting In,” 
said Richard Feinberg, vice presi- 
dent of the Overseas Develop- 
ment Council, a private study 




it’s worsening rather than 
improving their financial re- 
sources.” he noted. 

But be added that some weH- 
financed countries — he named 
Mexico, Bolivia and Guatemala 
— are getting more from the fond 
than they are paying out. 

In an interview, Feinberg 
agreed with IMF officials in attri- 


buting the inflow to repayments 
fund made in 


from big loans the 
the early and mid-1980s. Much of 


that money is now conning back, 
4i last Nc 


with interest, though last Novem- 


ber it reported that $2.5 bfifian 
of interest was overdue. 


worth 
The fund’s 
Memorandum 


official “IMF 
’ said that its 


arrangements to lend reached a 
record level erf 51 countries from 
Algeria to Zaire at the end of 
December. The loans on offer 
totalled about $18 billion, but 
$12.9 billion of that had not been 
lent out. 

Loans from the fund are 
granted in dices. Much of the 
offered money is never lent if 
fund officials judge that the bor- 
rowing country, after getting the 
first dice, fails to make agreed 
changes in its pofides. 

Argentina, for example, was 
offered $1.4 billion in a deal 
marie last November but has 
actually received only $235 mil- 
lion. Unless it can negotiate a 
. new arrangement it is not likely 
to get any more because govern- 
ment spending has not been suffi- 
ciently reduced. 

Most erf the fund's borrowers 
are in Africa and Latin America. 

Some Third World govern- 
ments have been reluctant to seek 
help from the fund because the 
policies they would have to follow 
in order to get it would require 
austerity measures that can cause 
trouble. Last year, there were 
bloody riots in Venezuela be- 
cause of price increases that the 
governments considered inevit- 
able after accords with the fu nd. 

Meanwhile, a loan of $723 mil- 
lion to Poland’s Dew-government 
was approved Monday by repre- 
sentatives of tber 151 govern- 
ments in the IMF. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, February 6, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doQar . 
Pound Stating 
Dcntscbcmark 
Sirin fane 


*■7 

699.0 

1118-5 

3«L2 

446.6 


Sea 


665.0 

1129.7 

400.2 

45L1 


French fmc 
Japanese yea (lor 100) 
Dutch 


ftafian Eta (for 100) 
Be|gka fame (far 10) 


116.6 

454.3 

35L3 

108.1 

53.4 

189.8 


1178 
450 
354.8 
M9.2 
33 S 
19L7 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of -gold 


1.7045/55 

U.S. dollars 

3.1865/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.6563/70 

Dentscfaemarks 

1.8710/20 

Dutch guilders 

1.4735/45 

Swiss francs 

34.67/72 

Belgian francs 

5.6275/6325 

French francs 

1228/1229 

Italian fire 

144.45/55 

Japanese yen 

6.0500/0900 

Swedish crowns 

6.4215/65 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3970/4020 

Danish downs 

421.50/422.00 

U.S. dollars 


listless doe 
Ordinaries 


SYDNEY — 

to the absence of solid leads from overseas. The 
Index rose 23 to 1,668.9. 

TOKYO — Prices closed firmer but off their highs after 
profit-taking replaced bouts of index-finked buying by investment 
trust funds. Political uncertainty kept investors edgy. Hie Nikkei 
finned 35.42 to 37.666.83. 

HONG KONG — Improved sentiment led a small rally in share 
prices, with fofe Hang Seng Index gaining 36.22 to dose at 
2,792.89. Turnover rose to 7S3S7 minion H.K. dollars. 


SINGAPORE — Shares dosed firmer but below their highs. 
Trading was active despite a number of technical breakdowns in 
the morning. The Straits Times Industrial Index rose 6.47 points 
to dose at 1,582.70. 


BOMBAY — Shares ended lower even though state-owned 
investment trusts prevented the market from an early slump 
sparked by skirmishes on the India-Pakistan border. 

FRANKFURT — Shares teetered after two days of sharp gains. 
The Dax Index touched a record high during the session before 
profit-taking cut the rally short. It dosed at 1,937.72, down 1.71. 


PARES — Prices were weaker at midday, with investors cautious 
about the global interest rate outlook. 

LONDON — Shares were broadly lower near the dose after a dull 
day by uncertainty over Wall S treet a nd this week's 

U.S. treasury refunding. At 1610 GMT the FTSE 100 index was 
down 21.2 at the day’s low of 2^27 J2, 

NEW YORK — Blue chips fell to their day’s lows in iatc-mommg 
trading on light futures-related selling. The Dow was down 21 at 
2,601. 


The money to Poland will be 
dnsbmsed over 13 months, with 
the first portion to be made avail- 
able in the next few days, a fund 
spokesman said. He added that 
he (fid not know how many por- 
tions there would be. 

The loan is expected to open 
the way to more tending from the 
World Bank, which is the fund’s 
aster organisation, from indi- 
vidual gover nm ents and commer- 
cial banks. They usually accept a 
decision by the fond as a "seal of 
approval” for the borrowing 
country’s policies. 

Poland- already had debts of 
more than $42 billion at the end 
of 1968, according to the World 
Bank. 


Japan pushes 
for global 
projects fund 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — 
Japanese businessmen urged 
Europe and the United States 
Monday to join a fond to prom- 
ote global development projects 
like a second Panama CanaL The 
Japanese-backed Global Infras- 
tructure Ffcnd would deal with 
projects costing $10 billion or 
more, its financiers told the 
World Economic Forum in the 
Swiss ski resort of Davos. Other 
projects could include reforesta- 
tion, flood protection schemes 
and the provision of cleaner ener- 
gy sources. “The super projects 
would embody a prescription for 
economic development and 
would have major political sig- 
nificance,” said Shoidri Saba, 
vice c hairman of the Japan Fed- 
eration of Economic Organisa- 
tions. The en vironm ental impact 
of planned projects wonlo be 
assessed carefully. A research 
organisation to look into the pro- 
jects would be set op in Japan in 
April, with a second research’ 
group planned for the United 
States later. 


Oil powers 
Syria to first 
trade surplus 
for 30 years 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria Tues- 
day announced its first trade sur- 
plus for 30 years, fuelled by tiring 
ofl exports and a healthier private 
sector, and proposed a budget to 
boost efficiency in agriculture and 
industry. 


more than doubled to 
33.74 billion pounds ($3.01 bfl- 
fion) in 1989 from 15.09 billion 
($1.34 billion) the year before. 
Economy and ’Dade Minister 
Mohammed hnadi was quoted by 
the official SANA news agency as 
saying. 

Finance Minister Khaled 


1990 


bflficm i 


>.52 

£.08 


fiament with a 
of 61.875 billion 
billion), up from 
trillion) in 1989. 

Mahaym said 87.6 per cent of 
budget revenues in 1990 would 
come from domestic sources, 
higher than lad year and up from 
no more than 60 per cent between 
1980 and 1985. 


In past years other Arab states 
including Saudi Arabia have 
given Syria substantial aid. 

Tmarti said oH e xp o rts in 1989 
totalled 9.14 billion pounds ($815 
milKnn). New fields co min g on 
stream boosted o utput to about 

400.000 barrels a -day, against 

250.000 in 1988: 

Private sector exports of such 
ite ms as food, textiles, leather 
goods and fivestock aho surged to 
nearly half the total, encouraged 
by the gove rnm ent. 

An austerity drive helped im- 
ports foil to 23.31 bflfion 
($2.08 bflfion) from 24. 

($232 bflfion) in 1988. 

The 1989 trade 
10.44 bflfion pounds (I 
Hon), against a 1988 deficit of 
9.86 bflfion pounds ($880 mil- 
lion). 

' The surplus was believed to be 
the country’s first for 30 years, 
economists said. 



But they added that a drought 
which has hit some farm output 
and the damming of the Eup- 
hrates river by Ttnkey partly 
offset tiie rosy economk picture. 

Ankara is cutting the flow into 
Syria of the euphrates, a major 
source of power and irrigation, 
for one month from Januar y 13 to 
fill the Ataturfc Dam in .southeast 
Turkey. 


Algeria to boost LNG capacity 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s state hydrocarbons 
si gne d three contracts with French and U.S. 1 
boost its gas liquefaction capacity by at least 
Algerian news agency APS said the U.S. < ^ 

Bechtel and Kellogg would renovate liquefied natural 



Sonatrach 
Monday to 
cent The 



and 
coast at 


would reva mp a French-built unit oti the easte rn 

ja. The contracts are the first step in a drive to 

double gas exports during the 1990s to take advantage of growing 
world demand and strengthen a cash-strapped economy. In afi rst 
phase, the ftms are to restore designed capa crty oft he units to 
30i b flfion cubic metres a year, APS said. Current c apacity is 
around 25 bflfion cubic metres because of bottlenecks, Sonatrach 
nffitwk have said. In a second phase the firms are to study the 
of increasing capacity of the units. Sonatrach Deputy 
Manager Mustapha Faid said last week Sonatrach 
jected LNG capacity of 33 billion cubic metres per year fay 


Sudan adjusts cotton price 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan Tacsday announced a new exch a nge 
rate for its cotton exporters that will almost double their earnings 
in the local currency. NBfitaiy leader General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir said the exchange rate for cotton proceeds, which account 
for up to 60 per cent of Sudan’s exports, would now be 83 pounds 
to the dollar of 4.5-poimds previously. State-run radio 

Omdunnan said Bashir announced the c h an g e on a visit to the 
central region where most of Sudan's cotton is grown. Cotton 
exporters, who sell between $120 million and $300 million worth 


of cotton abroad annually, want a rate of 123. pounds to the 
dollar, the same as the rate for remittances sent home by 
Sudanese working abroad. Bashir, facing a severe economic eras 
worsened by civil war in the south, has launched a campaign 


against rampant Mack market dealing in foreign currency. 

Jamaica hikes tax on luxury imports 


KINGSTON (AP) » — A 50 per cent dirty was imposed on 
imported luxu r y goods and food such as jewelry, carpets and 


caviar a§ port of the government's efforts to. curb the spending erf 
badly needed foreign exchange. The duty was among austerity 
measures announced as conditions for a $108 mflfion standby loan 
from the International Monetary Hind. Other measures indnded 
a 19per cent increase in food prices; a 7.7 per cent devaluation of 
foe Jamaican dollar, now fixed at 7 to 1; a 32 per cent hike in 
power rates and state divestment from hotels. Finance Minister 


Seymour Mailings said foe extra duty was designed to 
the demand for foreign exchange.” Prime Minister Michael 


Manley has said that halfof all the imp ov e rished island’s earnings 


from exports goes tonfard paying back its $4_5 bflfion foreign debt 
Items currently exempt from import duties will not have to pay 
the 50 per cent surcharge, and goods used as raw materials or 
component parts will be exempt. Mailings said. 


Poll shows ‘German unity’ 


DUESSELDORF (R) — Most West German business executives 
said they would prefer to invest in East Germany and Eastern 
Europe than in low 'wage European Community countries, 
according to an opinion polL “More than half of West Goman 
companies would rather invest in East Germany than Ireland, 
Portugal or Greece,” concluded the survey of 500 West German 
chief executives in the Wirtschaflswoche business weekly. West 
German industrialists have said they favour East Germany 
because it has the same language and culture. Hie poll, carried 
out by die Munich-based IFO Reseach Institute, said 53 pier cent 
of the executives said they would rafoerpat their money into East 
Germany. 


U.S. enjoys first travel surplus 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A re- 
cord 38.3 million foreigners 
travelled to the United States last 
year, contributing to a $450 mil- 
lion travel ampins, die first in 
UJS. history, the Commerce De- 
partment announced Monday. 

“For tiie firft time, the U.S. 
will enjoy a travel surplus of half 
a billion dollars,” Undersecretary 
Rockwell Schnabel told a brief- 
ing. “This means that foreigners 
sot more money in tbe United 
ties than U.S. citizens spent 
abroad.” 


an identical $8.7 bflfion in getting 
to their destinations. 

But foreign viators spent $34.3 
billion in the United States, while 
Americara spent $33.9 bflfion 
abroad. 


Wynegar said three mflfion 
Japanese visited the United 
States, an 18 per cent increase 
over 1988, followed by 23 billion 
British tourists, a 23 per cent 
increase. 


The department’s U.S. Travel 
and Tourism Administration said 


U.S. and foreign travellers spent 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


*> ISBO or OimIu AnOato. He 


HARRiS 



“When I yelled at Stanley for 
being immature, he tattled on 
me to his mommy.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lev 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


DYLAL 



m 



EWER 





YETHIG 


m 

m 

Li_ 



TEENAB 


~TT~ 



WHAT MANT 
FAMILY problems 
ARE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, os sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: ALL 


y y'Y V T Y Yl” 


Yestenlsy’s 


JumbtoK BASS ENACT 


(Answers tomorrow) , 
RABBIT AFLOAT 


Answer: What some parents experience when they 
have teen-age Khte— “EARTTATTON" - 


“For 1990, the surplus is pro- 
jected to be $1-5 trillion, ” Don 
Wynegar, die administration’s re- 
search director, said. 

The a dm inist ra tion is forecast- 
ing a six per cent increase to 40.7 
million foreign visitors tin* year 
and a seven per cent gain-to 43.4 
mflfion in 1991. 

By the year 2000, foreign tour- 
ists are expected to total 67 mil- 
lion visitors, spendmg a projected 
$89 bfllkni, Schnabel said. 

Sixty-four per cent of the fore- 
ign 'tourists came from U.S. 
neighbours — 15.2 mflfion from' 
Canada and 9.3 million from 
Mexico. 


Schnabel said overseas markets 
with tbe largest potential for coo- 
tinned growth indude Japan, Bri- 
tain, Australia and Sweden. 

“While arrivals from Japan and 
the United Kingdom seem to be 
slowing shghtiy, averaging trim 
per cent growth per 
from 


Australia 


expected to average 14j«r 


annually in 1990 and 


is 
cent 
* he 


Wynegar said 10.4 mflfion tour- 
ists from Mexico are expected 
tins year, an 11 per emit increase 
over 1989, while 15.5 million are 
expected from Canada, a two per 
cent increase. 


SO U)ERE RIDING 
ALONG IN THE CAR, 
SEE... 


CD 
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BAGHDAD (AF) — A senior 
TnrfKan foreign -mmistiy official 
began folks with Iraqi govern- 
ment m inisters Tuesday on res- 
chedufing Baghdad's debts and 
other bilateral issues, an embassy 


Muchkund Dubey, secretary in 
the exte rna l affairs ministry, met 
with Iraq’s minister of transport 
anri communic ations, Moham- 
mad Hamza A1 Zubiadi, and Ofl 
Minister T«am Abdul R a h im AI 
Chalabi, said the sp ok es m an, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

He < Rwd Iraq’s 500 mflfion debts 
to India were the main issue of 
(fiscusskm on Dubey*® agenda. 
Iraq owes an estimated $30 tril- 
lion to foreign creditors, bor- 
rowed during the 1980-88 war 
against Iran. 

India is seeking a quick repay- 
ment of the debts, mainly incur- 
red by several construction pro- 
jects in Iraq by Tn ^ l9n companies 
during the war. 

Iraq last week scrapped a ma- 
jor contract with an Idian zaflway 
company doe to the lack of funds 
to pay the firm, whkh operates foe 
560- kilometre railway linking 
Baghdad railway to the southern 
city of Al Oaim. 

A1 Zubiadi visited New Delhi 
last week to Inform Indian offi- 


KIO completes Spain’s 
Gnipo Torras takeover 


MADRID (R) — Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO) has acquired a 
majority stake in Spanish indust- 
rial and i nve st ment company 
Gnzpo Torras S.A. in an opera- 
tion completed a week ago, a 


party with interests ranging from . 
chemicals to food processing and 


Exchang e Commission (CNMV) 
said Monday right. 

As a nesnlt of me bid, launched 
in December, KIO, foe. invest- 
ment arm of tiie Kuwait govern- 
ment, has acquired an additional 
32.9 per cent of the share capital 
of foe Barcekma-based group to 
bring its total stake to 723 per 
cent. . . 

When the takeover bid was 
announced for the 60 per cent 
KIO did not already own of 
Torras, a KIO spokesman de- 
scribed it as tiie largest in tiie 
history of tiie Madrid bourse* 

KIO bought into Torras in 1986 
and maiift the group its main 
investment vehicle m Spain. Tor- 
res has expanded since from pap- 
er processing into a hokfing com- 


Toxras’s shares have*been trad- 
ing at around 1,520 pesetas 
($14) each over the past few days, 
giving tiie ooumany a market 
value of about *136 bflfion. 


The CNMV spokesman said 
the commission had approved the 
acquisition, it having met the 
minimum re quir e m ent of mitring 
acceptances for 15. mflfion shares. 

The Spanish company, whkh 
changed its name from Torras 
Hostench S-A. last.Jnfy, has 
stakes in 24 companies in Spain 


SA, 


company 


S.A., petrochemicals concern 
Ertoil S.A. and stockbrokers 
Ercro& SA 

Before the bid, 15 per cent of 
the group's shares were held by 
Tbrras’s vic e-pre sident Javier De 
La Kora. A KIO spokesman said 
De La. Rosa, could re ta i n this. 
Mock if the bid was successful 


Romania devalues leu 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
has devalued its currency, uni- 
fying its former two-tier system 
into a single rate of 21 lei to the 
dollar, the Romanian National 
Bank said Tuesday. 

The bank announced in the 
wspaper Romania libera that 
with effect from Feb. 1 the tourist 
or non-commercial rate for the 
leu had been devalued by 5838 
cent to 21 to the dcrilarfiom 
.74. 

The commercial rate was de- 
valued by 32.24 per cent to 21 
from 1433 to the dollar. 

The central bank said the de- 
valuation was aimed at “stimulat- 
ing exports but not patting a 
brake on necessary imports.” 
Romanian and Western eco- 
nomists say the leu has been 
seriously overvalued for many 
years and a devaluation was in- 


evitable. The Mack market rate 
far the lea is around 80 to the 
dollar. 

The bank said a regnlarisatioD 
fund would be set up to cover 
price increases resulting from foe 
devaluation and domestic prices 
for imported goods would not be 
raised. It gave no details. 

The devaluation followed a 
visit to Bucharest by an Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank team last week. 

The central bank said tbe de- 
valuation and ending of tiie two- 
tier syrtem were in line with IMF 
policies and were armed at reviv- 
ing active ties with the fend. 

Romania, is a member of tbe 
IMF but its links with the 
Washington-based agency were 
not active, under dictator Ntcofare 
Ceansesai, who was ove rthrown 
and executed in December. - 
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Indian official starts 
talks on Iraqi debts 


/-ink about Iraq’s decision to ter- 
minate the contract not doe to 
expire until id 1992. 

Al Znlriadi told reporters in 
New Delhi that Iraqhad enough 
technical personnel to operate 
the Km binlt by an international 
mnuwth nn dining the war. ;to 
serve as a nfofa Bnc for carrying 
phosphate to Iraq’s southern port 
of the Gtrif. 

The Indian company Rafl India 
Technical and Services Ltd , 
employs more than. 1,000 I ndian a 
who operate the fine wi th, thr ee 
passenger trains ««mm'ng through 
the wes t e r n desert. 

Bat Indian officials said Al 
Znlriadi had i n farnyd New Ddhi 
that his gove r nment waa fra pre- 
venting the outflow of foreign 
currency in wages doe to .econo- 
mic difficulties. • • 

India, whkh has the biggest raff 
network inthe world, is to bufld 
one of Iraq’s major railway pro- 
jects. 

The new 500-kflometre railway 
fine will connect Baghdad with 
the southern port city of Basra 
through key cities along ttte Tigris 
River. 

Iraq has another raflway lioe 
finking Basra.to the capital along 
the Euphrates, but a second line 
is needed to meet the increasing 
impests through tbe Gulf ports. 
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Milan tennis tournament; 

McEnroe argues with referee 
but completes doubles 


MILAN, Italy (API — In amadch- 
iZ& punctuated fry dLmi^ <*&, . 

J'hhn McEnroe andiakob Hhsefc 
beat Charles Beckman and Luke - 
Jensen in the Milan indoor team* 
tour nament Monday, 
r t . McEnroe, w&o was ejected last 
1 nronth from the Australian Open. 

haui.j&h repeatedly complained about 

te some dubious caSs daring the 

Brunni^V second set but did not get any 

scrt^S; wanungs or penalty pools. 

McEnroe delayed be autiful . 


saves aid YoBeys to addition to 
sane nervousness as he and his 
Swiss teammate woo 6-3. 6-7, 6*1. 
tmmato won 6-3, 6-7, 6-1. 

McEnroe and Hbtele are top- 
seeded in the doubles competi- 
tion which awards a first prize of 
S 33,500. 

Both McEnroe and Hlasek wfll 
also play stogies to the $540,000 
Milan tournam ent which is part 
of the ATP tour. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SMARtF 
A TANNAH ffiRSCH 

1«0 fUhM IWv UmcN UK- 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
loses, the tune. 


Q.I— As South, lalnoablc, you 
tinid. 

+ AKQ93 V AS KI09 *874 
Whai is yuu opening bid? 

A.— We hair a problem opening 
one spade— hw ate «e going to tel! 
pan net »c have a 16-18 porar hand 
that is essentially balanced? Our 
choice would be to open one no 
trump, a bid that would be every* 
one's choice uwrr the black suits 
reversed. 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AM 7 ' KQ 10543 vSS *A6 
Your nght-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
Vt hai action do you take? 

A.— You have a hand worth almost' 
eight playing tricks, and no simple 
ovrrcall u going (o show that many 
potential winners. The way to de- 
scribe- your hand isfo double now 
and that bid hearts ® cheaply as 
possible at your next mm. 

Q3— - Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold; 

* 76 73 0 AQ1093 »KQJ<2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth Weal North East 

1 Past 1 * Pass 

2 * Pan 3 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You have found an eight-card 
tramp fit! Partner must have at least 
a six-card suit to jump to three 
spades, and you have two spades 
and a raffing value. Bid four 
spades, even if partner’s bid is mere- 
ly invitational. Four dubs only coo- 


Q.4 — Ai South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AQ74 T 7 38753 * 1W6 

Partner open* the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A.— Your first obligation is to try to 
locale * 4-4 major lit. and the way 
to do that is to respond one spade. If 
partner doesn't raise, you can take 
preference to diamonds at your ne\t 
turn. 

Q £— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AQ74J 7J875 '7 *1096 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— You have already located an 
adequate tnnnp ran . Since you have 
the v liars far a forward -going bid. 
the obvious response is a raise to 
two hearts, suppressing your five- 
card spade suit. Bid one spade ini- 
tially and there is no way you can 
express your liking for partner's 
harts without an injudicious 
overbid. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
isoU" 

*753 064 CK75432 *84 

Parmer opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A-~- Regardless of whether your 
range is 21-22 or Z3-24, it all de- 
pends on partner's hand. If opener 
has a three-card holding in dia- 
monds headed by the high honor, 
nine tricks could be easy. But if he 
has only two diamonds, even eight 
tricks could be out of reach. In situ- 
ations of this sort, go for the gusto! 
Raise to three no trump. 


.THE ,f?3( f/ t . typsjswQrcl 




ACROSS 
1 Jack or iMga 

7 Neckpiece 

10 Cot sub]- 
14 Actor Paler 
16 Start of tana 

orgnpfi 

16 PrtpttMoii 

17 Boathovaa 
opus 

20 MA capo 

21 Snfcfcsr — 

22 Fan bahlod 

23 Sporting 
25 Lass hash 
27 Strawberry or 

• traffic 
30 Avoid 

32 Foss 

33 Certain 

34 Oner 
38 Btofcs 

38 Atlanta taanr 

42 Momfog 

43 Hake 
unfriendly 

45 Coup cT — 

46 Gift 

47 Conduskxi 
49 Sluggish 

52 mJJy to be 

w lee" 

53 Yellow resin 

56 Increased 

57 Container 

58 TV aCtar Jack 
60 2001 

61 Rarely 

86 CoL dub 

87 Recede 

88 Signify 

89 Renown 

70 Smalt 

71 Mods amende 

DOWN 

1 Allegiance 

2 Having no key 

3 Coralc atrip - 
character 

4 Calendar abbr. 

5 House 

addition* 

8 Dobbin control 

7 Decapitate* 

8 Choose 

8 Usher* mUeu 



ana anaj 



tfiflauntmwMwM 
A0 MpU Htaanw 

IB Attack verbally 

11 Three — 
match 

12 BaaebaUer Mel 

13 Manna — 

18 *7 — UdL- m 
10 ScuH 

24 Dnw out 

26 Sowf e 

27 Europe e^j. 

28 God of war 

29 Persian 

31 NC cobega 
33 


Yestarday'x Pkah Solved: 


37 Bitter hertj 

38 Against 

39 Speedy 

40 Ja| 

41 Ft. holy S3 — tel 

women: abbr. 54 V.P. Spire 

44 City on Lake S3 Appendage 
Victoria 57 — noire 

ft Kind of pickle 59 Encounter 
50 Far 81 Swttch 

61 Interlaced poeMon 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnrari nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn rninm 
nn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnn nnrann 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnmnn 
nnnnn™ nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnumnnfin 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnrarjn nnnn 


62 FDfYa Hue 

••flte 

83 C cc eBlite 


64 Lincoln 
85 Alphabet 
ron 


W. Germany welcomes 
joint team with East 


WEST BERLIN (AP) — West 
German spores officials Monday 
welcomed East German propos- 
als for closer ties thui could lead 
to a stogie German team for the 
1996 Olympics and possibly even 
for the 1992 games to Barcelona. 

“The way things are develop- 
ing* we will surely have a joint, 
team to 1996,” said Manfred von 
Rkhthofdn, president of West 
Berlin's sports federation. 

West Berlin mayor Walter 
Mumper echoed bis statement, 
saying “with such a speed of 
developments, we could have a 
joint team already in 1992." 

Willi Daume, president of the 
West German national Olympic 
committee, said West German 
sports officials were ready for 
Illicit talks with East German 

fympic officials. 

"Earlier, we were the only 
ones who wanted a joint team, 
the other side did not want it," 
Daume said in a statement. 

"Things have changed now and 
this wifi make many things 
easier,” Daume said. 

Although he stopped short of 
calling directly for a single Ger- 
man team for the 1992 games. 
Daume said: 

“A joint team could be very 
strong, but that also means that 
perhaps only 60 per cent of 
athletes would have a chance 


8 


among those who otherwise 
would have been in Barcelona,” 
Daume said. 

Bnt, be said, “the parallels 
between the breathtaking politic- 
al developments and the develop- 
ments in sports cannot be 
ignored." 

West German officials were 
reacting to statements over the 
weekend by leading East German 
sports officials and reported in 

the country's media. 

Werner Neumann, spokesman 
fur the interim leadership of the 
East German Sports Federation, 
predicted “somethiog quite spec- 
tacular” for the 1992 Olympics. 

"There will be two German 
teams, but they will march in 
under one flag,” Neumann said. 

Jochen Gruenwald, acting 
head of the country's sports fed- 
eration, said over the weekend: 
"We are certain to have a joint 
team at the 1996 Olympic 
Games.” 

Germany competed as a angle 
team until 1964. At the 1968 
games in Mexico City, there were 
two teams competing under one 
flag. 

Hans Hansen bead of the West 
German Sports Federation, said 
spurts officials of the two coun- 
tries would meet in April to 
discuss further cooperation. 


Romanian sportsmen took drugs, 
went hungry under Ceausescu 


CONSTANTA, Romania (R) — 
Some Romanian athletes took 
drugs to prepare for international 
competitions under toe regime of 
deposed dictator Nicoiae 
Ceausescu. Romanian Olympic 
gold winner Ion Draica says. 

But cases were few and he 
could not say which athletes were 
involved. 

"Pro g s could only be obtained 
from outside the country and 
cases were very few and I cannot 
die any names,” he said. 

“We had terrible conditions 
and hardly any food and no medi- 
cine. We knew wc had to train 
doubly hard to be able to com- 
pete with the world's best.” 

Draica, with other wrestlers 
and trade and field athletes in 
Ttnana Brasov, trained , three 
hours to the morning and two in 
she -evening- - — — 

"My parents didn't mind, they 
knew where 1 was and were very 
proud. I returned home once 
every month to take tests at 
school to make sore I wasn’t 
slipping behind to studies,” be 
said. 

“What spurred us on most was 
the fact we could travel and meet 
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people from around toe world." 

Now he hopes life will be easier 
for young athletes. 

"Sport to this country can look 
forward to a better future with 
improved conditions for our boys 
and girls to compete in world 
championships," said Draica, 
who is president of one of Roma- 
nia's top sports dubs in Con- 
stanta. 

Ceausescu awarded him Roma- 
nia's highest honour, “Hero o( 
toe Socialist Republic of Roma- 
nia," as the country's best sports- 
man in 1977. Olympic medal- 
winning gymnast Nadia Comane- 
ci was given the same award that 
year for toe best sportswoman. 

“I met Ceausescu three times. 
He gave me a cold handshake and 
never spoke,” Draica. said. 

He said he and most other 
sportsmen had neVei' received 
any special privileges from the 
Ceausescu government. 

“But of course you would find 
it easy to get a nice house, a car 
and television because local peo- 
ple treated you as a personality.” 

As president of Constanta’s 
Fared dub, Draica wants better 
training facilities and up-to-date 
equipment for thousands of 
youngsters all over Romania and 
hopes the ruling national salva- 
tion front will soon start provid- 
ing sound funding for sport. 

One of the gymnasts at his 
dub was a member of the Roma- 
nian women’s gymnast team 
which won the silver medal at the 
Seoul Olympics in 1988. 

The . Constanta rugby team 
which he helps train have ex- 
change matches with teams in 
Britain and one team visited Lon- 
don and Cardiff in December, 
days before the start of the week- 
long revolutions 

Shine of the weigh differs and 
canoeists at the club should be 
good enough to compete in Euro- 
pean contests and to the Barcelo- 
na Olympics in 1992, he said. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER: 


Platini blamed for president’s resignation 


Renter 

THE surprise resignation of 
Juventus president Giampiero 
Boniperti was being blamed by 
the Italian media on Tuesday on 
the heavy criticism of him by 
French team coach Michel Pla- 
tini. 

Boniperti, under whose gui- 
dance Juventus won major hon- 
ours throughout the 1970s and 
1980s, resigned Monday, the day 
after Platini attacked him to a 
Turin newspaper for wasting the 
dub’s money on sig nin g ineffec- 
tive players. 

Juventus, owned by Gianni 
Agnelli, won nine Italian cham- 
pionships, the UEFA Cup, the 
Cup Winners’ Cup, toe European 
Champions’ Cup and the Inter- 
continental Cup under Boniperti. 
But they have not taken the 
championship since 1986. 

Platini, a former Juventus star 
striker, said in a front-page inter- 
view in the Turin newspaper La 
Stampa, also owned by the 
Agnelli family, that Boniperti 
had wasted more than S3Q million 
of Agnelli money to recent years 
by signing the wrong players. 

Italy’s other leaning newspap- 
ers were quick to blame 
Bo ni perti’s resignation on Platini. 


“Platini fires Boniperti,” said 
the Rome newspaper H Tempo. 

“It’s all the fault of the stress 
caused by Platini,” headlined 
Milan’s Corriere Della Sera 

newspaper. 

II Coniere Dcllo Sport said 
Boniperti made his decision after 
Agnelli refused to intervene with 
his support when Platini launched 
hk har sh criticism, 

Bomperti, who is to be made 
an dub honorary preadent, said: 
“There is no doubt that Platini 
was a great soccer player but as a 
manager, at least at toe moment, 
he can't teach me anything.” 

In Spain, Real Madrid’s lead- 
ing challengers have all but given 
up hope of dethroning toe cham- 
pions and there is already media 
speculation that the coaches at 
Barcelona and Adetico Madrid 
will be replaced next season. 

Barcelona’s Dutch star Ronald 
Koeman, whose side lost ground 
In toe championship race when 
beaten at CasteDon on Sunday, 
has already written off their 
chances of winning toe title. 

He said there was little hope of 
Barcelona closing the six point 
gap on Real, and the Spanish Cup 
offered their only opportunity of 
glory this season. 


Javier Clemente, coach of 
ReaTs dty rivals Atktico Madrid 
who dropped to fourth place in 
the league also six points behind 
Real following their defeat to 
Seville, was not so despondent. 

“It seems absurd to throw the 
towel in,” he said. “We are fine 
in the league, and are fighting a 
good campaign.” 

But Jesus Gil, president of 
Adetico who have been elimin- 
ated from toe UEFA and Spanish 
cups, was inconsolable ax their 
league position and hinted that 
Clemente's fixture was in doubt. 

“I am very disappointed with 
this season and this is a period of 
natural and logical reflection,” 
said Gfl, adding he would not 
make a decision on Clemente 
until Maid). 

Barcelona coach Johan 
Cruyff’s position is also uncer- 
tain, with newspapers reporting 
that toe Catalan club's president 
was talking to former coach Luis 
Aiagones about a posable return 
to toe post he occupied to toe 
1987-88 season. 

In the Netherlands, Dutch 
champions PSV Eindhoven have 
encountered more dressing room 
dissent with Danish international 
defender Ivan Nielsen saying he 
has played his last game for toe 


club. 

Nielsen, left out of the side 10 
days ago, is refusing to speak to 
coach Guus -Hi delink and is to 
have discussions with PSV gener- 
al manager Kees Pioegsma later 
this week. 

PSV are in a state of disarray 
following personality clashes 
which have split the dressing 
room and seen performances tak- 
ing a nosedive — a worrying 
prospect as they battle to clinch 
their fifth consecutive tide and 
face a crunch European Cup tie 
with West Germany’s Bayern 
Munich next month. 

Marseille’s bid to regain theii 
French league title has not been 
helped by West German stopper 
Karl-Heinz Foerster’s injury 
problems. 

Foerster visits a Paris specialist 
on Tuesday to determine whether 
he needs another operation for a 
hairline fracture of toe foot, an 
injury he sustained early in toe 
season. 

Without him , Marseille's de- 
fence has conceded 22 goals this 
season, twice as many as title 
rivals Bordeaux who lead the 
league by three points. 

'Die dub said Foerster was 
unlikely to be back in action until 
April. 


UAE realistic about making WC finals debut 


ABU DHABI (R) —The United 
Arab Emirates, whose football 
association was founded only 19 
years ago, will not be expecting to 
progress beyond toe opening 
round when they make their first 
appearance in the World Cup 
final* in June. 

Lack of major international ex- 
perience and an unexpected 
change of coaching staff to Janu- 
ary. when Brazilian Mario Zagalo 
was dismissed and replaced by 
Polish coach Bernard Blautt, 
promise little more than brave 
resistance against West Ger- 
many, Yugoslavia and Colombia 
in Italy. 

"We have to be realistic,” said 
Blautt. “The UAE is not very 
experienced. It is going to be very 


difficul t to achieve any victory.” 

The UAE have achieved their 
greatest soccer ambition by 
rtorming a place in toe finak SO 
years alter soccer was first intro- 
duced by the British on sand 
pitches along the then crucial 
coast of the Gulf. 

Although lush green grass 
pitches now dot the seven emi- 
rates that make op the UAE as a 
result of toe oil boom in 1990s, 
there is hole optimism among 
local soccer observers that the 
UAE can cause any upsets in the 

finak. 

Soccer has made significant 
strides in recent years in the UAE 
where it has to compete with boat 
and camel racing as toe major 
sporting attraction. 


The national team received a 
heroes’ welcome when they re- 
turned home last November from 
Singapore after clinching a trip to 
Italy from the final phase of the 
Asian qualifying tournament. 

The players were well re- 
warded. They received cash and 
other prizes, including free airline 
tickets for several years, for qual- 
ifying. 

It was not a happy ending 
however for Zagalo, toe great 
Brazilian who was involved in all 
three of Brazil's World Cup 
triumphs as a player and as a 
coach. He was dismissed in Janu- 
ary after upsetting toe UAE 
administration with comment 
attributed to bis interviews pub- 
lished abroad. 


Blautt, SO, formerly assistant 
coach to toe Polish national team 
during their last three World Cup 
campaigns, was brought in as a 
replacement and he began quick- 
ly to work on the five-month 
training plans for the team in 
preparation for toe finals. 

His team will play two friend- 
lies against Egypt, Denmark and 
the Soviet Union to the UAE and 
then take part in the Gulf Cup 
championship in Kuwait between 
February 22 and March 9. 

The Gulf Cup wfll pit the UAE 
against Oman, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Qatar, B ahrain and Saudi Ara- 
bia. It will be very good experi- 
ence of the sort of tight schedule 
which feces all toe competing 
nations to toe World Cup finals. 


Agassi wins in Volvo tourney 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
\_Aodte Agassr, coming off a six- 
week training period in Florida, 
describes himself as “physically 
and spiritually renewed" as a 
tennis (flayer. 

“I dosed off about February 
last year,” he recalled Monday 
night after a 6-2, 6-7, 6-0 victory 
over India’s Ramesh Krishnan in 
his first tournament match of 
1990, at the 5225,000 Volvo San 
Francisco event 

"At the end of the match, I was 
just getting started. I could have 
gone another five sets ” Agassi 
said. 

He is seeded second to the 
tournament, behind Brad Gil- 
bert. Christo van Rensburg, 
seeded fourth, won his first- 
round match against Marty 
Davis, 6-4, 6-7, 6-3. Other win- 
ners included number six Scott 
Davis, number eight Paul Anna- 
cone, Jimmy Arias and Dan 


Goldie. 

• Gilbert opens play Tuesday 
- night, facing Gary Muller of 
. South Africa. . s . . 

Agassi said the 1989 season 
‘‘fried” him, and his singles rank- 
ing fell to number eight from a 
glorious number three the year 
before when be was just 17 and 
America’s brightest tennis hope. 

On court, his results were 
poor, and his fleshy off-court 
behaviour was criticised by some. 
It bothered him and he couldn’t 
keep his mind on his tennis, he 
says. 

For the last six weeks to Flor- 
ida, Agassi said, “I lifted Weights, 
did long distance running and 
even stretching. I have been disci- 
ptmin g myself and growing up. I 
renewed myself. 

“I haven't felt this good rin c e 
the 1988 U.S. Open,” 

He was a sernifrnalist in that 
open. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First. floQcfuUy furnished, consisting of two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, reception area, dining room, fully-setted 
kitchen, own telephone. At the 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Contact telephone 671925 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A deluxe two-bedroom apartment, fully furnished, near 
Pizza Hut at Mecca Str. 

Please call 815211, 826227. 


Under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 
FEB. 10 -17, 1990 
Philadelphia Cinema, Jabal Amman 


Programme of films 

Saturday, Feb. 10 
{by invitation only) 
Sunday, Feb. 11 
Monday, Feb. 12 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 
Thursday, Feb. 15 - 
Friday. Feb. 16 
Saturday. Feb. 17 


Long Live the Lady (Italy) 

The Big Blue (France) 

On toe Black Hill (United kingdom) 
Sailors Don’t Cry (Belgium) 

The Pilot (F.R. Germany) 

Birthday Town (Greece) 

Bewitched Love (Spain) 

Looking for Eileen (Netherlands) 

(All films start at 8:00 pjn, and entrance is free of 
charge on a first come first served basis). 


; Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein 

On the Occasion of the 12th Meeting of 
The Executive Board of the Arab 
Academy of Music 
and the 1st Arab Music Rostrum 

The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
presents 

Pianist and Composer 

PATRICK LAMA 

in concert 

Main Hall/Philadefphfa Hotel 
Wednesday, 7 February 1990, 8:00 pm 

Concert for the occasion: 



Concerto 

Thursday 

Iraqi *Ud Player 

8/2 

MUNIR BASHIR 





JMbfin Spa Villaf* 

is tain health 
ourism oiahe ti 

Special Promotional Package 

to stay at Ma'in Caravans 

G& cASHTARo 

fully serviced Deluxe Hotel. 

* For further information please call 
Tel. 601554 — Amman 
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S. Africa willing to give up race classification 


Pretoria to scrap emergency laws 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Africa said Tuesday It 
wanted to make farther concessions to the country’s 
black nationalist movement by scrapping the last 
vestiges of a three-year-old state of emergency as 
soon as possible. 


dement, we would also be pre- 
pared to consider alternative 
approaches where the provision 
of some kind of group security 
would be available to those who 
want it,” he said. 


dominated 
The Des election would have 
to include blades or at least be 
based on a firm agreement to 
draw them into government at 
the highest level. 


In a special briefing to foreign 
correspondents, Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha appealed to the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
which was legalised last week 
after a 30-year ban, to help Pre- 
toria in getting rid of remaining 
emergency laws. 

“I think it must be obvious that 
this government would wish to 
withdraw the last bit of the 
emergency situation as soon as 
possible,'' Botha said. 

“That part of the regulations 
still in existence we would wish to 
withdraw as soon as possible and 
I really wish the ANC and others 
would help ns here,'’ be added. 

In a bid to break South Africa's 
political deadlock. President 
F. W. de Klerk last week unveiled 
proposals to bring leaders of the 
blade majority to the negotiating 
table. 

As well as unbanning the ANC 
and scrapping emergency restric- 
tions on media reporting and 

r ing anti-apartheid leaders, 
Klerk said ANC figurehead 
Nelson Mandela would be re- 
leased soon from a life jail term. 

But the ANC said De Klerk 
had not gone for enough and 
Mandela was quoted by his wife 
Winnie as saying he would not 
leave prison until all emergency 
regulations had been lifted. 

The ANC's hardline stance 
dampened hopes that the ANC 
and other black groups could 
soon start negotiating a post- 
apartheid constitutional future. 

Botha said he was heartened by 
comments made by former ANC 
Secretary General Walter Sisulu, 
a dose colleague of Mandela’s, 
which indicate the first concilia- 
tory steps by the guerrilla move- 
ment towards Pretoria's reform 
package. 

Sisulu, who returned to South 
Africa Tuesday from a meeting of 
the ANC leadership in Stock- 
holm, said in a U.S. television 
interview the ANC would try to 
ensure peace in the country’s 
blade townships. 

“We have taken steps that 
should be appreciated by the reg- 
ime in South Africa,” Sisulu said 
Monday night. 

“We pitched that there should 
be order, precisely because we 
knew that there would be ele- 
ments whose aim is to disrupt and 
therefore use that as an excuse 
for not doing anything or for 
resisting the process,” he said. 

Botha said Sisulu's statement 
was helpful. 

“It means that the ANC them- 
selves realise that they wish to 


introduce discipline, they are 
talking about order, about res- 
tructuring the ANC to ensure 
this,” Botha said. 

South Africa Tuesday gave its 
dearest indication yet that it was 
willing to give up race classifica- 
tion, the foundation of apartheid. 

Constitutional AfEazis Minister 
Genit Viljoen, the government’s 
chief negotiator, said the 1950. 
population registration act would 
be up for negotiation in proposed 
talks on a shared future for blacks 
and whites. 

The act, which classifies every- 
one by race at birth, forms the 
basis of South Africa’s 40-year- 
old system of legislated racial 
discrimination, known as apar- 
theid. 

“It is accepted that the popula- 
tion registration act will have to 
lapse together with the present 
constitution. It has been accepted 
that the prescriptive and ratial- 
... definition of groups is not 
acceptable. 

“But the state president has 
made it dear that you cannot 
scrap it at this stage because then 
tiie definition of certain building 
Mocks of the present constitu- 
tion, which we accept will have to 
go, will then fall away,” Vfljoen 
said. 

“Instead of a constitution 
where groups are the structural 


Viljoen, a soft-spoken 
charged by De Klerk 
with drawing up a blueprint for 
power sharing between South 
Africa’s five million whites and 
the majority of 27 million blacks, 
is alig ned with the progressive 
flank in the cabinet. 

His assurance that race classi- 
fication, and therefore all apar- 
theid, could be scrapped 


by another minister Monday that 
residential segregation would re- 
main. 

' Planning Minister Heraus Kriel 
said at a news conference that the 
division of society into groups 
was and would remain the gov- 
ernment's policy. 


“I think in 10 years time.. .the 
National Party would certainly 
not be in control, although I 
would not rule out a very 
meaningful future role for a 
National Party,” he said. 

Asked whether the National 
Party could rule in coalition with 
the African National Congress, 
however, he said: “I think my 
imagination would be rather 
heavily taxed to foresee that.” 
Viljoen said Mandela will be 
freed from prison “very soon,” 
hot the date hasn’t been set yet. 


Group has become a euphem- 
ism for race in government termi- 
nology. Senior officials acknow- 
ledge privately that group protec- 
tion refers mainly to the mainte- 
nance of white exclusivity for 
those who want it. 

Viljoen gave no details of the 
progress made so far in drawing 
recognised black leaders into 
talks with the white National Par- 
ty government, which has been m 
power since 1948. 

But he said talks on ending 
white domination would have to 
get under way and make signifi- 
cant progress before 1994, when 
the term of the current white- 


“Thc date of his release is to be 
determined as a matter of urgen- 
cy,” Viljoen told a briefing for 
foreign journalists. 

Both he and Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha challenged a weekend 
report from Mandela’s wife, Win- 
nie, that the government was 
placing obstacles in the way of 
freedom for the African National 
Congress leader by not complete- 
ly lifting tiie state of em erg ency 
and other restrictive laws. 


“Don’t believe people who say 
the government is the only obsta- 
cle,” said Botha, who also said 
Mandela would be freed soon. 
But Botha also repeated a state- 
ment made last Friday by De 
Klerk, that Mandela’s safety and 
personal considerations were part 
of the reason for the delay. 



ANC supporters de m onstrate near foe parBament bnfidteg in Cape Town as President F.W. de Klerk 
Hits the ban on theft org ani s at ion. 



New Costa Rica leader to help poor 


Maoris hurl curses at Queen Elizabeth 


SAN JOSE (R) — Opposition candidate Rafael Angel Calderon 
Fournier, who seems set to succeed Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Oscar Arias as president of Costa Rica, promised Monday be 
would help his country’s poorest citizens. Jubilant supporters 
waving red-and-bhie flags of his Social Christian Unity Party 
mobbed Calderon as he ended a pilgrimage to the shrine of Costa 
Rica’s patron saint, tiie Virgin of Los Angeles, 20 kilometres east 
of the capital. “We must make this the triumph of the Costa Rican 
worker... through a greater economic democracy,” Calderon told 
thousands gathered in downtown San Jose later. With 90 per cent 
of the returns in from Sunday’s election, Calderon, 40, led with 
S1.3 per cent to 47.2 per cent for his main rival, Carlos Manuel 
Castillo of the ruling National Liberation Party, a spokesman for 
the Supreme Election Tribunal said. A second vote count wQl 
begin Tuesday and official results naming the new president and 
the 57-member legislative assembly were expected in about a 
week, he added. The son of a former president who founded the 
Costa Rican welfare system in the 1940s, Calderon won strong 
support from Costa Rica's urban poor and rural voters, according 
to a survey in the leading daily La Nadon. 


WAITANGI, New Zealand (AP) — Jeering Maori 
plunged chest deep in water to hurl curses at Queen Elizabeth n 
Tuesday as she arrived to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
rite treaty that ceded New Zealand to Britain. The protesters, 
numbering about 400 by police estimate, were among a crowd of 
5,000 at the site where the Waitangi treaty was signed by 500 
Maori chiefs and Royal Navy Captain William Hobson, repre- 
senting the queen grcat-great-giaudmotber Queen Victoria. 
Shouts of “go home queenie” and curses could dearly be heard 
across the estuary at the wharf where she stepped ashore. In 
another inddent, a woman threw a black T-shirt at tiie queen as 
she drove by in an open car. Police spokesman Tony Bouchier 
said there had been give arrests for minor offences, inducting an 
unidentified Maori woman who threw the shirt. Queen Elizabeth, 
accompanied by her husband Prince Philip, wore a feather doak 
in the hot noon-time sun, as Maori dancers fainted and were 
earned off in front of her. Fire Department trucks offered cold 
water showers to the sweltering crowds. 


Indian troops shell Sri Lankan villages 


Galileo to fly by Venus Friday 


COLOMBO (R) — Indian soldiers fired mortars at two villages in 
Sri Lanka’s northern Jaffna district injuring some civilians, a 
state-run newspaper said Tuesday. The Observer said the Indian 
force shelled Kokuvil and Kondavil villages Monday evening and 
civilians had to run under concrete roofs for shelter. ‘‘Informed 
sources in Jaffna said the shelling were unprovoked and went on 
for almost an hour... some civilians suffered minor injuries,” the 
paper said. An Indian High Commission spokesman in Colombo 
said he was not aware of such incidents. Residents in J affna could 
not be contacted by telephone. Indian troops, sent to Sri Lanka in 
1987 to quell a separatist revolt by the minority Tamil community, 


are withdrawing from Jaffna as part of a phased pullout. India has 
said 23,000 soldiers stfll remained in Ja 


Jaffna and Trincomalee 

districts will be brought home by the end of March. 


Former Slovak leader hangs himself 


PASADENA, California (R) — U.S. Galileo spacecraft, on a 
sax-year journey to the planet Jupiter, will fly 16,000 kilometres 
over Venus Friday night and study the atmosphere and environ- 
ment of the doud-covered planet, a NASA spokesman has said. 
Scientific data will be stored in the spacecraft tape recorder until 
the late October when Galileo will be close enough to Earth to 
send back the information, the spokesman said at the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. Venus, the nearest planet to -Earth in 
space and almost as big as Earth, win give a gravity push to 
Galileo, which was launched by the space shuttle Atlantis last 
October. To keep up its momentum, the SI -4 billion Galileo is 
taking what scientists call the scientific route, going to Venus and 
then bade dose to Earth before becoming the first spacecraft to 
enter the atmosphere of Jupiter late in 1995. Nearly 20 Soviet and 
U.S. spacecraft have flown dose to Venus and radar systems, 
which provide the only way to see through the planet's atmos- 
phere, have mapped much of the planet’s surface. 


PRAGUE (AP) — A former member of the Slovak Communist 
Party politburo who was recently ousted for Ins part in crushing 
Czechoslovakia’s 1968 reforms has committed suicide, the 


Czechoslovak News Agency (CTK said Tuesday. The body of 
Viliam Saigovic, 70, was found by his wife Monday hanging i nthe 
laundry room of his borne in the Slovak capital Bratislava, CTK 

‘ no other person was 


Young enters race for Georgia governor 


said. A preliminary investigation sugj 

involved and Saigovic committed suicide, it added, saigovic was 


the first senior official involved in crashing the 1968 reform 
■movement knew* **? ha*’*: c-ini r.itia-i r;V. He .v<ir rivoved 

fro— office d-j — ths -eccefol V-cvszixr sevol-tic ” rid 
overturned Czechoslovakia's gove-rsrcc:. A: : easi rwu 7- ^ 

officers have killed themselves since November, sud former 
Prague Co mmunis t Party boss Antonin Kapex was hospitalised 
with severe injuries after trying to shoot himself last month. 
Saigovic, a longtime member of senior Communist ranks, served 
as deputy intenor minister during tike 1968 Prague Spring reforms 
qf Alexander Dubcek. In this post, be is thought to have 
controlled the state seenrity forces and served as Czechoslovakia’s 
jink to the Soviet KGB secret 'police. 


ATLANTA (R) — Former Atlanta Mayor and United Nations 
Ambassador Andrew Young made formal his long-anticipated 
entry as a candidate in the race to become Georgia governor an< * 
the first Mack elected chief executive of a deep sooth state. 
Young, who gained worldwide pro m in enc e as U.S. ambassador to 
the TJ.N. under former President Jimmy Carter, declared his 
sandyiaay for the D^ccratic noariasricn'for governor during an 
evening .statewide television broadcast. Young, a former senior 


aide to dvil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr, received a major 
psychological boost to his campaign last November when Virgi- 
nia's mostly white electorate narrotwy picked Democrat Douglas 
Wilder as the nation’s first popularly elected black governor over 


a white Repubfican. ,In the post-civil war recomstroction era of the 
19th century, Louisiana briefly had an appointed black governor. 
Young is regarded as among the top contenders in the July 17 
elections that wiH choose the candidate from each party. 


Bush 
to seek 
funds for 


weapons 

research 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush still considers 
the Soviet challenge “very much 
real” ami daring his upcoming 
three-day Western trip will de- 
fend bis budget proposal to con- 
tinue to pump buttons of dollars 
into nuclear-weapons program- 
mes, his spokesman has said. 

Presidential Press Secretary 
Marlin Fitzwatcr said Bush’s trip 
to California, Nebraska and Ohio 
win focus on defence issues. 

' “The president thinks it’s im- 
portant to talk to the American 
people about the changes that 
we’re seeing” in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union, Fitzwater 


In a series of speeches and 
stops at unfitly installations, the 
president will argue for Ms prop- 
osal to dose or change dozens of 
military installations while con- 
tinuing to commit resources to 
nuclear weapons programmes. 

Despite the reduction of East- 
West tensfons over the past year, 
“foe Soviet challenge remains 
very much real,” Fitzwater said. 
“There have been reductions in 
troop strength. There are prom- 
ises of other reductions that we 
haven’t seen. Bat this is not a 
time to lay down our arms." 

Bash’s first stop Tuesday wfll 

be foe army’s natinnal tr aining 

centre at Port Irwin in Barstow, 
California, where he wfll view 
combat exercises. 

On Wednesday, he. will* tour 
the Lawrence Livermore Nation- 
al Laboratory in Livermore, Cali- 
fornia, where extensive research 
is underway on tiie- administra- 
tion’s Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDJ). 

Bush will also give a “broad- 
based discussion of defence poli- 
cy” in a speech Wednesday to the 
commonwealth dub in San Fran- 
cisco, Fitzwater said. On Thurs- 
day, he will vist Strategic Air 
Command Headquarters in Oma- 
ha, Nebraska. 

“The president will stress his 
co ntin ued su ppo rt for strategic 
iqpdemisation. Despite foe les- 
sening of tensions in many areas 
of the world, the United States 
must continue to maintain a 
robust and credible nuclear deter- 
rent,” Fitzwater said. 

Asked whether tiie president 
saw any irony in beginning Ms 
visit in California, tiie state that 
would be hardest Mt by base- 
dosings in Ms budget, foe spokes- 
man said: 

“This trip represents several 
aspects of the changing world we 
find. One is foe ability to make 
redactions in U.S. forces, to dose 
down some bases that are obso- 
lete and aren't needed.” 

“The fact that some of those 
are in California simply points 
out the changing nature of foe 
defence situation,” Fitzwater 
said. 

The adminis tration hag called 
for foe closure or realignment of 
more than 72 military installa- 
tions and has called for ending 
operations at 12 U.S. installations 
overseas. 


North 

appeals 

IraiL-contra 


conviction 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A U.S. 
judge has ordered former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan to give a 
videotaped deposition for the 
Iran-contra trial of Ms one-time 
national security adviser. 

Reagan also was ordered Mon- 
day to tom over 33 entries from 
his diary immediately to the for- 
mer aide, John Poindexter. 

“Former President Reagan’s 
testimony will be taken by way of 
a videotaped deposition” at “an 
a ppropriate place and a date 
birfore the Feb. 20 start of 
Poindexter's trial,” said U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Harold Greene. 

Poindexter worked for Reagan 
as chief of the National Scarcity 
Council, where he was the boss of 
Oliver North, who was convicted 
for his part in a coverup of the 
secret sales of weapons to Iran 
and the subvention of foods to 



Oliver North 


support Nicaraguan rebels. 


he and Poindexter have 
maintained they were only fol- 
lowing instructions from super- 
iors in the White House. 

North is asking a federal 
appeals court to reverse Ms con- 
victions on grounds that Reagan 
should have been as a trial 
witness. 

In arguments Tuesday before 
the U.S. cir c ui t court of appeals. 
North’s lawyers also were ex- 
pected to assert that North’s pro- 
secution was tainted by the for- 
mer White House aide’s immu- 
nised testimony to Congress. 

Reagan promptly invoked ex- 
ecutive privilege to avoid turning 
portions of Ms diaries over to 
Poindexter. “Former President 
Reagan hereby asserts Ms claim- 
to foe constitutionally protected 


privacy or his 
doze Olson, 


of his diaries,” said Theo- 


one of Reagan’s 


attorneys. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush, who was vice 
president throughout the Iran- 
contra affair, has until Friday to 
invoke executive privilege on the 
matter of videotaped testimony. 

In Los Angeles, Reagan 
spokesman Mark Weinberg re- 
fused comment on foe order.for a 
videotaped deposition, but .said 
the former president was invok- 
ing executive privilege reading 
the diary entries to give Ms 
lawyers time to “evaluate the 
need” for them. 

Invoking executive privilege 
wfll enable Reagan to gain access 
to a secret filing with Greene in 
which Poindexter told why he 
needs the diaries. 

North was convicted on May 4, 
1989, of obstructing Congress, 
altering and destroying National 
Security Council documents and 
accepting an illegal gratuity. 

The obstruction, charge in- 
volved a 1985 shipment of Hawk 
missil es to Iran, while the docu- 
ments that were destroyed 
showed North’s assistance to the 
Nicaraguan contras. The gratuity 
was a $13,800 home seenrity sys- 
tem winch North accepted from 
Richard Second, who North Ten- 
listed to run supplies to tiie rebels 
fighting the 'Nicaraguan govern- 
ment 


Philippine army rebels tell 
U.S. to keep out of conflicts 


MANILA (R)--- Philippine army 
rebels trying to overthrow Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino said Tues- 
day they were not enemies of the 
United States and told Washing- 
tan to stay out of the country’s 
internal conflicts. 

The rebels, in a statement 
circulated in nrifitary headquar- 
ters in Manila, also called on the 
international community to with- 
draw their support of tiie Aquino 
government, calling it incompe- 
tent and corrupt 

“Mrs Aquino will definitely not 
be able to'Wrii her term... as for 
our time frame, just wait and see. 
It is most quiet before foe storm 
unleashes its full fury,” they de- 
clared. 


repel the December revolt by 
launching in timidati on flights 
over Manila after, rebel planes 
bombed Aquino’s presidential 
palace. 


“The U.S. government will be 
solely responsible for -whatever 
actions we might consider to take 
against than,” the rebels said.. 

“For as long as they leave tire 
Fflipmo alone - in settling their 
own internal problems, they are 
not our enemy. It will be U.S. 
government’s own choosing if 
they want to be considered an 
‘enemy 1 ,” they added. 


The wanting was delivered a 
day after defence officials in- 
creased rewards for the capture 
of leaders of December’s failed 
army revolt and urged troops to 
report to superiors any unusual 
activities by fellow soldiers. 

The rebels issued the statement 
in foe name of the reform (he 
armed forces movement and the 
soldiers of Filipino people, two 
factions that nearly toppled 
Aquino in the sixth and most 
senous-coup attempt against her 
in her four yean in office. 

The U.S. Air Fence helped 


“(We) see no reason why we 
cannot continue to have ‘open 
ties’ with the U.S. government as 
long as the U.S. government 
stops treating the Philippines as if 
it is still its colony.” 

Washington has threatened to 
withdraw its aid to Manila if army 
rebels succeed in overthrowing 
Aquino, who has called foe rebels 
foe Philippines’ most serious 
threat to democracy. 

“We have no intention of run- 
ning the country for a long period 
of time. We are but a tool of 
transition,” the rebels said, refer- 
ring to Aquino’s charge that they 
planned to install a military dicta- 
torship. 


Old guard rivals fade away as 
Japan campaign heats up 

(R) — Far from the cabinet ministers from under a Minister Kiichi Mfym 


TOKYO (R) — Far from the 
flag-waving crowds and louds- 
peaker vans of a noisy elec- 
tions campaign, some of 
Japan’s best known politicians 
have quietly retired, stars of a 
bygone age of Mtter feuds 
within the ruling party. 

For two decades, the heated 
rivalry between former Prime 
Munster Takeo Fukuda and 
Kakuei Tanaka provided the 
main dr ama in Japanese poli- 
tics. 

Last month, when the gov- 
ernment dissolved the lower 
house to make way for Feb. 18 
elections, Fukuda and Tanaka 
relinquished their seats and left 
the stage together. 

So did Zenko Suzuki, a low- 
profile premier who quit the 
post in 1982 in foe vain hope of 
patting an end to the vicious 
m-fighting between the Fuku- 
da and Tanaka factions. 

Theirs was an era when gov- 
ernment politicians struggled 
for power wi thin the liberal 
Democratic Party itself , rather 
than against a divided, inefeo* 
tual op position. 

The LDP’s decline since the 
Recruit shares-for-favours 
scandal and the introduction of 
a deeply unpopular sales tax 
last year has muted the vicious 
infighting, at least for a time.. 

In the bad old (fays, one 
party faction would back an 
opposition no-confidence 
move against the leader of 
another faction, or pull out 


cabinet ministers from under a 
rival 

Although foe LDP is ex- 
pected to squeak in with a 
simple majority in the new 
512-member assembly, the 
party can ill afford a resurg- 
ence of the internecine battles 
that erupted again and a g ain in 
foe past 20 years. 

With the rise in the early 
1970s of Fukuda, an elite 
bureaucrat, and Tanaka, a self- 
made construction entrep- 
reneur with little formal educa- 
tion, LDP factions became in- 
creasingly defined by alle- 
giance to a particular boss 
rather than by principles or 
policies. 


Factional alliances were the 
only thing that really mattered 
in farming governments and 
hence in Japanese political fife, 
since the LDP had held power 
uninterruptedly since 1955. 

More money poured into in- 
dividual factions, rather than 
directly into central LDP 
cooer. 

Fukuda, prime minister 
from 1976 to 1978, left parlia- 
ment in style last month as a 
respected elder statesman, pas- 
sing on Ms safe seat to son 
Yasno and central of Ms fac- 
tion to former Foreign Minis- 
ter Shin taro Abe. 

Snznki too passed Ms consti- 
tuency to a sen and will not be 
seem again in the corridors of 
Japan's diet. Former Finance 


Minister Kiichi Miyazawa now 
heads Snzoki’s old factions. 

There were no LDP send- 
offs for Tanaka, who served as 
premier from 1972 to 1974 and 
is credited with normalising 
Japan’s relations with China. 

Tanaka relinquished party 
membership after his 1976 
arrest in a scandal over payoffs 
by the Lockheed aircraft com- 
pany. He suffered a severe 
stroke in 1985 and never reap- 
peared in parliament. 

There were no heirs, not 
even a secretary, to inherit 
Tanaka’s powerful vote-getting 
machine m Ms native Niigata 
prefecture, which guaran te ed 
him a seat in the lower house 
even after he was convicted in 
1983 of taking bribes from 
Lockheed. 

Higher courts have yet to 
role cm the appeal by foe ailing 
but stfll defiant man once 
known as the “shadow 


stroke followed an in- 
house coup when Nobora 
TakesMta usurped Ms place as 
. head of the LDP’s biggest fac- 
tion. Tanaka was left half para- 
lysed and speech-impaired. 

Takeshi ta himself resigned 
as premier last year over the 
Reormt scandal. 

TakesMta and Abe, Fuku- 
da’s faction heir, have 
cemented a powerful alliance 
that analysts say gives them 
control over who becomes 

prime minister . ... 
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Rebel priest 

excommunicated 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Archdiocese of Washington -says 
Roman Catholics who bek mg to a 
dissident black priest’s break- 
away African-American C atholic 
Congregation face excommunica- 
tion The announcement Monday 
follows the Rev. George A.^tafl- 
ings* public break from foe 
church. “By Ms public de claratio n 
that he has separated himself 
from the. church and by his retHujH 
riation of church teaching. Fatter 
Stallings has excommunicated 
himself,” foe archdiocese saklin 
a staftanent by Vicar General. 
W illiam Kane. “Any Catholic 
vfod would knowingly and wil- 
lingly renounce his or her Catho- 
lic faith to become a foil - mid 
active ■ member of Father Stafl- 
ings’ congregation would alto fov 
cur automatic excommunica- 
tion,” foe statement said. Excom- 
munication, which excludes;- a 
person from foe sacraments and 
rights of the church, is the Roman 
Catholic Church’s most powerful 


The statement safo members of 
S tuffings * congregation could re- 
sume participation in the Cathofc 
Church only if they go to confes- 
sion and do penance. StaUmgs 
publicly criticised the church’s 
treatment of blacks lastHSummer 
when he formed his Tmani Tem- 
ple, an independent congrt^a- 
tion. He announced Ms decision 
to break all ties with the Vatican - 
last week. On Sunday, Staffing 
said his congregation of several 
hundred followers would observe 
new church laws. Women would 
be allowed to be ordained as 
priests, he said, and Ms congrega- 
tion will allow tire, practice of 
birth .control and atortion. In' 
addition, he raid he would permit- 
“option al celibacy, which means 
our priests will befable to decide 
.whether or not they want, to 
many.” • ‘ 


Taiwan cracks 
deaf-mate gang 


TAIPEI (R) r- Taiwan pofice 
have smashed a gang- of more 
than~20 people, an of whomare . 
deaf or mate, suspected sLnt 
volvement in a number of robterr 
ies and thefts, the official Central; 
News Agency said Tuesday .The 
gang included a Japanese and; a 
black American, tiie agency said, 
but it only named three of the 
Chinese members. Police confis- 
cated bank documents showing 
foe gang had assets of some 21 
mflfion Taiwan dollars ($83,500). 
Early last month, police cracked 
an illegal gambling ring made up 
of scores of deaf-mutes from all 
over Taiwan. The group, taking 
bets on the traditional . Chinese 
game of Mahjong, used a facsi- 
mile machine to circulate ri efaik - 
of- the game.' Individual bets ran 
as high, as $15,000, police said. 


10-year-old 
interviews Cruise 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ten-year- 
old Sarah Lawing went where no 
other journalist had gone before 
in obtaining an interview with 
Tom Cruise .on the set of “Day of 
Thunder,” Ms new movie about a 
race car driver. When she heard 
that Cruise was filming the movie 
near her family’s farm in Long 
Creek, North Carolina, the re- 
porter for “Long Creek 
Elementary School’s News and 
Neighs'” wrote the actor seeking: 
an interview, according to die 
week’s People magazine^ The star 
of Bom on the Fourth of Jnty^ 
Rain Man and Top . Gnri bad 
turned down previous interview 
requests, but gave Sarah her fiisL 
Her only previous story, about “a 
really big snowflake,” had not 
required an interview. 
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